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What is the Impact of the First Speech of Satan to the Fallen
Angels? 
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What is the impact of the first speech of Satan to the fallen angels? 

Or, Critically analyze the first speech of Satan in Book-l of “Paradise Lost.” 

Or, Describe the significance of Satan's first speech as you get in “Paradise Lost,
Book-I.” 

Paradise Lost (1667) is an iconic creation of John Milton (1608-1674). Satan’s first speech in
Paradise Lost is very significant. It reflects pure Miltonic Lyricism. The first speech of Satan
creates the leadership quality and defection of Satan. Below, we'll explore the key impacts of
this speech and how Satan’s words influence his followers.

Acknowledgement of Their Defeat: Satan begins his speech by recognizing their defeat. It
adds a sense of realism and seriousness to their situation. He acknowledges the power of their
opponent. He admits their failure but not their shame. Satan attempts to maintain a sense of
dignity among his followers.

Emphasis on Unity and Strength: Satan highlights the unity and strength of the fallen
angels. He suggests that their collective power is still challenging. He says the most powerful
group could be prevented. It supports their might. This statement serves to boost their morale
and reminds them of their collective power. When Satan speaks, the fallen Angels draw their
flaming swords and prepare for action:

Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs.

This response demonstrates their relentless support and willingness to fight under Satan's
leadership.

Critique of God's Reign: Satan criticizes God's rule. He suggests that they will continue to
oppose against God. He does not like serving. He is such a character who cannot bear to be a
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servant. He is a character who likes to lead. As he says,-

Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven.

The above lines prove that Satan can live in a place like Hell. It is impossible for him to live in
Heaven as a servant, though Heaven is a place of eternal peace. He suggests that their
rebellion was affected by God's hidden power. It led to their downfall. This commentary aims to
justify their rebellion and portray it as a rational response to God's deceit.

Call for New Tactics: Satan says that open war is no longer viable. He proposes a shift in
strategy to deceit and cunning. This shift indicates a move towards a more strategic and
cunning approach. It highlights their intelligence and adaptability. Hell is now Heaven for him
because at least no one is here to rule over him. He will reign here. He is the only king of this
place. Meanwhile, Satan says,-

Farewel happy Fields

Where Joy for ever dwells: Hail horrours, hail

Introduction of a New Hope:

Satan introduces the idea of exploring new worlds that God might create. It suggests a
potential new arena for their efforts.

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation

This idea provides a touch of hope and a new goal for the fallen angels. This redirects their
focus from despair to potential conquest.

Declaration of War: Satan concludes his speech with a resolute declaration. He says that
they will continue to oppose God, whether through open war or deceit.

Warr then, Warr  Open or understood must be resolv'd.

This declaration solidifies their commitment to their cause. It reveals their identity as rebels.
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Satan’s first speech to the fallen angels is a masterful blend of realism, motivation, and
strategic planning. He acknowledges their defeat without shame. It highlights their unity and
strength. It inspires his followers to face the challenges ahead. This speech not only sets the
tone for their actions but also highlights key themes of pride, rebellion, and strength in
Paradise Lost.


