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Background of the Poem "Ode on Melancholy”

Harold Bloom said this poem by John Keats is based on negative capability. Negative capability
is to get lost in the fantasy world and forget the world's sorrows for temporary peace. John
Keats's life is full of sadness. His younger brother died very young age. His father died in 1804.
Two months later, his mother got married elsewhere. However, his mother divorced her new
husband shortly after. John Keats and his brothers began living at his grandmother's house.
Then, in 1810, John Keats's mother died of tuberculosis. Again, the relationship between Fanny
Brawne and John Keats was not going very well. Because John Keats was physically very ill. And
so, financially, he was in dire straits. John Keats was completely devastated by all this. So to

forget his life's sorrows, he wrote this poem sheltering negative cavability.



