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The Central idea of the poem “The Patriot”.

Robert Browning's (1812-89) poem “The Patriot” (1855) is a story of a sudden change in public
opinion. It tells the journey of a hero who falls from glory to disgrace within a year. Through the
speaker's voice, Browning shows how people can celebrate a leader one moment and abandon

them the next. The poem also reflects hope in God’s justice, even when the world is unfair.

The Rise to Glory: At the beginning of the poem, the speaker recalls his popularity. People
welcomed him with flowers and cheers. He was celebrated as a hero for his brave deeds. The
speaker believed he had given his best for the people. However, this glory lasted for a short

time.

The Sudden Downfall: The speaker describes how the same people who once loved him now
hate him. They blame him for wrongdoing and punish him. Instead of cheering, they throw
stones. Browning uses this to show how quickly public opinion changes. People often forget the

good deeds of their leaders and focus on mistakes.

Trust in Divine Justice: In the final stanza, the speaker turns to God. He knows the world has
treated him unfairly. But he believes that God will judge him justly. This faith gives him peace.
Browning ends the poem on a hopeful note, reminding readers of the importance of divine

justice over human judgment.

The poem highlights the changing nature of human praise and the speaker’s faith in God. It
teaches us to depend on divine justice rather than worldly rewards. Through simple yet

powerful imagery, Browning delivers a timeless message about glory, downfall, and hope.



