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Comment on the author’s position and the tone of the poem “How Do | Love Thee?”

Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s (1806-61) “How Do | Love Thee?” (1850) is a heartfelt poem about
deep and eternal love. It is part of her famous Sonnets from the Portuguese. In this poem, the
poet expresses her boundless love for her partner. Through vivid emotions and pure devotion,
she shows the spiritual and earthly sides of love. Her position and tone are essential in making

the poem deeply personal and touching.

Author’s Position - Subjective: The poet's position is highly subjective. She writes from her
personal feelings and experiences. Every line reflects her own emotions and how she measures

love. Her love feels limitless, as seen in the lines,

"I love thee to the depth and breadth and height

My soul can reach."

She connects her love to her daily life and spiritual beliefs. This personal touch makes the

poem intimate and relatable. She also links love to her past, like her

"childhood's faith."

It shows how love has become her entire world.

Tone - Passionate and Devoted: The tone of the poem is passionate and devoted. The poet
pours all her emotions into describing her love. Words like "freely," "purely," and "passion"

highlight her deep feelings. She uses powerful expressions, such as,

"I shall but love thee better after death,"

This line shows that her love will last forever. The tone also reflects a strong spiritual element.

It connects her love to God’s grace. This devotion makes the poem inspiring and timeless.



Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s subjective position and passionate tone make “How Do | Love
Thee?” a masterpiece. The poem celebrates love in its purest form. It touches both the heart

and soul. This is why the poem continues to captivate readers around the world.



