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Write the summary of the poem “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”.

“Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (1751) is a famous poem by Thomas Gray (1716-71).
It talks about life, death, and the simple lives of common people. The poem shows the peaceful
end of the day in the countryside and reflects on the lives of those who have passed away.

The Peaceful Evening: The poem begins with a peaceful evening scene. The curfew bell
rings. It signals the end of the day. The cows slowly move across the field, and the tired
plowman walks home. Darkness falls, and the poet is left alone in the quiet countryside. The
peaceful setting gives a feeling of calm and reflection.

Death and Silence: As the day ends, the landscape becomes harder to see. The air is still and
quiet. The only sounds are from a beetle flying by and the distant sounds of sheep. In the tower
of a nearby church, an owl cries out to the moon, perhaps in loneliness. This stillness and
silence remind the poet of death.

The Resting Place of the Dead: The final part of the poem talks about the graves of the
common people. These people, who lived simple lives, are buried beneath the old trees. Their
graves are humble, but they are at peace. The poet reflects on how everyone, rich or poor,
must face death and rest in the same way.

The poem reminds us to appreciate simple lives and to think about death, which comes for
everyone. It is a peaceful reflection on life’s journey.


