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Discuss five word formation processes with examples.

Word formation means the way new words are made in a language. English has many ways to
form new words. These processes help the language grow and change. People create new
words to express new ideas, objects, and actions. In linguistics, some word formation processes
are very common and important. Here we will discuss five word formation processes with

examples.

1. Compounding: Compounding is a word formation process where two or more words are
joined together to make a new word. The meaning of the new word is often related to the

original words. This process is very common in English.

For example, the word blackboard is formed from black and board. The word classroom
comes from class and room. Another example is toothbrush, which is formed from tooth

and brush.

2. Derivation: Derivation is the process of forming new words by adding prefixes or suffixes to
a root word. A prefix comes before the word, and a suffix comes after the word. This process

often changes the meaning or the word class.

For example, adding un- to happy makes unhappy. Adding -ness to kind makes kindness. The
word teacher is formed by adding -er to teach. Derivation is very important in English

vocabulary building.

3. Conversion: Conversion is the process where a word changes its word class without any

change in form. The word remains the same, but its function changes.

For example, the word book is a noun, but in the sentence “Please book a seat,” book is

used as a verb. The word run can be a verb or a noun. No extra letters are added.

4. Clipping: Clipping is a word formation process where a long word is shortened. The

meaning stays the same, but the word becomes easier to use.

For example, advertisement becomes ad. Laboratory becomes lab. Examination becomes

exam. Clipping is often used in daily conversation and informal speech.



5. Acronym: An acronym is formed by using the first letters of a group of words. The letters

make a new word.

For example, NATO comes from North Atlantic Treaty Organization. UN comes from United
Nations. AIDS comes from Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. Acronyms save time and

are widely used in modern English.

In fine, word formation processes help English create new words easily. Compounding,
derivation, conversion, clipping, and acronyms are very common processes. They make
language rich and flexible. Understanding these processes helps students improve their

vocabulary and understand how English words are formed.



