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The Grammar Translation Method is a very old method. It started in the 18th and 19th
centuries. At first, it was used to teach Latin and Greek. These languages were not used for
speaking. They were used for reading old books and learning about culture. That is why it was
called the classical method. Later, it was used to teach modern languages. Then, it got a new

name—Grammar Translation Method (GTM).
Main Goal of GTM

e The main goal is to read and understand literature.

e It also helps to learn grammar and vocabulary.

It improves memory and thinking skills.

Students learn the language by studying its rules.

They do not learn how to speak it.

e They learn how to read, write, and translate.

Key Features of GTM

Reading and writing are the most important.

Speaking and listening are not important.

Students use translation to learn.

They learn grammar rules first.

e Then they practice with sentences.

e Classes are mostly in the mother tongue.

e The teacher gives rules, and students follow.
e The teacher is the main speaker in class.

e Students do not speak much.

How Vocabulary is Taught

e Students memorize word lists.



e They use bilingual dictionaries.
e Vocabulary is taught through translation.

e Example: "apple" = "[I111 "
How Grammar is Taught

e The teacher explains grammar rules.

e Students listen and write the rules.

e Then they apply the rules in exercises.
e This is called deductive learning.

e Example: First rule, then practice.

Teaching Materials

Old literature and classical texts are used.

Sentences from those texts are translated.

No modern or daily life conversation is used.

Students read, translate, and write.

Teacher and Student Roles

e The teacher is the boss of the classroom.

e The teacher gives instructions and explanations.
e The student listens and follows.

e The student does not ask many questions.

e The student is silent mainly in class.

Techniques Used in GTM

1. Translation: Students translate texts from English to Bangla and Bangla to English.
2. Reading Comprehension: Students read a passage and answer questions.
3. Antonyms and Synonyms: Students find opposite or similar words.

4. Cognates: Students learn similar-looking words in both languages. Example: “nation”

(English) and “nacién” (Spanish).



5. Deductive Grammar Practice: Grammar rules are explained. Then students do grammar

exercises.
6. Fill-in-the-blanks: Students complete sentences with correct words.
7. Memorization: Students memorize grammar rules and word meanings.
8. Vocabulary Practice: Students write sentences using new words.

9. Composition: Students write essays or summaries using grammar rules.

Disadvantages of GTM

e Students do not learn to speak well.

e There is no real communication.

Classes are not fun or lively.

Students only learn to memorize.

No focus on real-life language use.

Too much grammar and translation.

Students may get bored.

Mistakes are corrected strictly.

e That may hurt confidence.

Advantages of GTM

e Easy to teach in large classes.

e No need for special equipment.

Students learn grammar rules clearly.

Helpful for exam preparation.

Good for students who like reading and writing.

Helps students understand literary texts.

Students build a strong grammar base.

Useful when speaking is not important.

The Grammar Translation Method is an old method. It is not good for speaking practice, but it
helps students read and write well. It is helpful in large classes with fewer resources. Many
schools still use it in some form. Teachers can mix GTM with other methods. That way, students

can learn grammar and also speak. So, GTM is not dead—it is still helpful today.



