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Show how Donne combines thought and feeling in his love poetry.
Or How does Donne combine emotion and reason in his poetry?

Or How does Donne combine emotion and intellect in his poetry?
Or How does John Donne blend passion and thought in his poetry?

John Donne’s (1572-1631) poetry is unique in many aspects. One special style of Donne’s
poetry is that he adds both passion (deep feelings) and thought (clever ideas). For example, in
his love poems, Donne not only praises the beloved's beauty but also uses strong logic and
surprising comparisons. He uses thoughtful arguments to express love. This mix of
emotion/passion and intellect/thought is Donne’s unique style. Let us look at his poems to see

how he blends passion and thought.

The Sun Rising—Passionate Love with Argument: In this poem, the speaker is enjoying a
romantic moment with his beloved in the morning. Suddenly, the sun comes in through the

window. The speaker becomes angry and scolds the sun. He says:

“Busy old fool, unruly sun.”

He does this to express his strong passion for his beloved. He does not want anything to
disturb their private time. At the same time, he uses argument and logic. He says that lovers
can enjoy their time whenever they want. They do not have to follow the sun or maintain a

routine. He writes:

“Love, all alike, no season knows nor clime”

This means things like seasons, climate, hours, days, and months are not important in love.
Then, Donne uses another logical thought. He says that he and his beloved are everything to

each other. Her presence is more important than all the wealth in the world. So, their bedroom



becomes the whole world. He writes:

“She’s all states, and all princes, I,

Nothing else is.”

This means his lover is like all the countries, and he is like all the princes. They do not need
anything else but each other. So here, Donne mixes deep passion with smart comparisons and

logical thought.

A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning—Spiritual Love and Clever Comparison: In this
poem, Donne is leaving his lover for a short trip. But he tells her not to cry. Because their love
is spiritual, not based only on the body. So, physical distance cannot break their love. To
explain this deep passion, Donne uses logical thought. He compares the two lovers to the two
feet of a drawing compass. He says their souls are like two feet of a drawing compass. One foot

stays in the center, and the other moves in a circle. Still, they are always connected.

“Thy soul, the fixed foot, makes no show

To move, but doth, if the other do.”

So here, Donne mixes passion and thought to show how deeply he and his beloved love each

other.

The Canonization—Lovers are Saints: In this poem, Donne uses striking arguments yet
again to show his deep passion for his beloved. He says his love is not harmful to anyone. His
love does not sink ships, destroy farms, or spread diseases. So, people should not disturb or

insult him for his love. He says:

“For God’s sake hold your tongue, and let me love”

Then he says something even more amazing: their love is so great, they will become saints of
love. Donne argues that love is a holy thing and the lovers are saints, not of religion but of

love. This shows both strong emotion and clever thinking.

Batter My Heart—Deep Passion for Religious Faith: In this poem, Donne is struggling with
religious doubt. He has lost touch with God, and he passionately prays for God’s love. Here,

Donne uses logical thought to express how much he wants to return to God. For example, he



says,

“l, like an usurp'd town to another due”

This means his soul is like a town taken by the enemy (Satan), and he needs God to rescue

him.

In conclusion, Donne’s poetry is special because he mixes deep passion with thought. This
style makes his poems emotional, thoughtful, surprising, and entertaining at once. Many great

metaphysical poets followed in the footsteps of Donne.



