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How does love degrade a human being?

In Francis Bacon's (1561-1626) "Of Love," he discusses how love can degrade a human being in
several ways. Here we take a terrifying look at Love.

Distortion: First, Bacon argues that love often leads people to exaggerate the qualities of the
person they love, seeing them as perfect and flawless. This idealization can make the lover
blind to the actual flaws and imperfections of their beloved. It distorts their perception of
reality. As Bacon writes in “Of Love” - 

For whosoever esteemeth too much of amorous affection, quitteth both riches and

wisdom.

Neglect of Responsibilities: Secondly, Bacon suggests that love can cause individuals to
prioritize their affection above everything else, including their own well-being and
responsibilities. This can lead to neglect of important duties, such as work or personal
commitments. A lover becomes consumed with thoughts of their beloved.

Irrational Behavior and Consequences: Moreover, Bacon criticizes how love can make
people behave in ways that are not rational or wise. Bacon notes in his essay,

That it is impossible to love, and to be wise.

Bacon points out that those in love may spend recklessly, pursue risky ventures, or even
compromise their principles just to please the object of their affection. This behavior, driven by
intense emotions rather than reason, can ultimately lead to negative consequences and
regrets.

Suffering: Furthermore, Bacon highlights that love, when not reciprocated or when it ends,
can bring about deep emotional turmoil and suffering. This suffering can degrade a person's
mental and emotional well-being. It can affect their overall happiness and stability.

In conclusion, Bacon's view is that love, while a powerful and enriching emotion, can also
degrade individuals in terrifying ways.


