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How does the poet console himself at the end of the poem "On His Blindness"?

John Milton's (1608-74) Sonnet 19 is also called On His Blindness (1673). The sonnet shows the
poet’s deep faith in God. Milton reflects on his blindness and worries about how he can serve
God. At first, he feels anxious and hopeless. However, he finds peace in the end by
understanding God’s ways. The final lines offer a powerful message of patience, faith, and
acceptance.

Faith in God’s Plan: Milton realizes that God does not expect everyone to perform physical
tasks. He understands that his blindness does not stop him from being valuable. God’s plan is
bigger than human struggles. This faith brings Milton peace.

Importance of Patience: The poet imagines “Patience” speaking to him. It reminds him not
to question God’s purpose. Patience teaches that those who bear their responsibilities calmly
serve God best. This thought helps Milton accept his blindness without bitterness.

God’s Kingdom is Vast: Milton consoles himself by thinking about God’s mighty kingdom.
Thousands of angels and people serve God in different ways. They travel across land and sea
without rest. Milton feels comforted knowing his small role still matters in this vast system.

Standing and Waiting: The poet finally understands that serving God does not mean always
working. Waiting patiently for God’s command is also service. Milton says,

“They also serve who only stand and wait,” 

The famous line brings him peace and strength.

At the end of the poem, Milton overcomes his sorrow. He accepts that serving God is about
patience and faith. This understanding helps him find inner peace despite his blindness.


