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How does the speaker compare himself to the forest?

In "Ode to the West Wind (1820)," Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822) compares himself to the
forest in a beautiful and emotional way. The speaker feels connected to nature and wants to
share in its power. This comparison shows his longing to be as free and expressive as the

forest. Here are simple ways the speaker compares himself to the forest:

Losing Leaves in Autumn: The speaker says his "leaves are falling" like the forest’'s. This
means he feels weak or tired, just like trees in autumn lose their leaves. It shows that he is

going through a difficult time in life, just as the forest prepares for winter.

Music of the Wind: The speaker wants to become a "lyre" like the forest. The wind plays
music through the trees, and he wants the same wind to inspire him. This shows his desire to

be a voice for something greater, just as the forest is alive with the wind’s harmonies.

Shared Sadness: The forest's tone is "sweet though in sadness." The speaker feels the
same. He believes that even though life can be hard, there is beauty in expressing sorrow. He

wants to share his sadness with the world, just as the forest does.

This comparison makes the poem emotional and meaningful. It shows how nature reflects

human feelings and inspires creativity.



