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Early Life and Education

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on May 25, 1803. His father, William
Emerson, was a Unitarian minister. Emerson lost his father when he was only eight. His mother,

with the help of his aunt, raised him with care and discipline. Emerson entered Harvard College

at age 14. Even when he was not a standout student, he loved writing and began to keep

journals. These journals later became a foundation for his ideas and writings.

A Shift in Beliefs

After graduating from Harvard, Emerson worked as a schoolteacher before deciding to become
a minister. He served as a pastor at Boston's Second Church. Emerson married Ellen Tucker in
1829. After his first wife died in 1831, Emerson's faith in traditional Christianity was shaken. He
resigned from the ministry in 1832. Then, he declared that he no longer believed in Jesus's

divinity or traditional religious conventions.

Journey into Philosophy and Transcendentalism

In 1832, Emerson travelled to Europe. He met famous scholars like William Wordsworth,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Thomas Carlent on this continent. Inspired by their ideas, the
author returned to the United States and started his career as a lecturer and writer. His second
marriage happened in 1835 with Lydia Jackson. In 1836, he published his book

Nature

. This publication laid the foundation for the Transcendentalist movement. This movement

emphasized the importance of individuality, intuition, and the spiritual connection between

humans and nature.

Emerson became a leader of the Transcendentalist Club. This club included thinkers like Henry
David Thoreau and Margaret Fuller. In his famous essay "The American Scholar," delivered in
1837, he urged Americans to develop their own intellectual identity free from European

influence.

Major Works and Themes

Emerson published two collections of essays in the 1840s:

Essays: First Series


https://college.harvard.edu/
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and

Essays: Second Series

. These include some of his most famous works, like

Self-Reliance

The Over-Soul

, and

Circles

. These essays analyzed various themes. These themes are individuality and the relationship
between the human soul and nature. His ideas motivated people to trust their instincts and live

authentically.

Influence of Eastern Philosophy

Emerson was also enormously interested in Eastern literature and philosophy. He read
translations of works from India, China, and Persia. Later, these ideas appeared in many of his
writings. For example, his poem "Brahma" reflects ideas from Hindu philosophy. Besides, his
essays show likenesses with the Hindu concepts of karma and the universal soul. Though his
knowledge of these cultures was limited, he introduced Americans to new ways of thinking

about life and spirituality.

Public Life and Legacy

Emerson spent much of his life as a public speaker, travelling across the country and lecturing
on philosophy, culture, and society. He was also an early voice against slavery, supporting
abolitionist causes later in his life. His influence extended to writers like Walt Whitman and

Henry David Thoreau. This influence shaped the future of American literature and philosophy.

Later Years and Death

In his later years, Emerson's memory began to fade, and he gradually withdrew from pubilic life.
Despite this, his writings continued to inspire people around the world. Emerson died on April

27, 1882, in Concord, Massachusetts.

Conclusion

Ralph Waldo Emerson was a philosopher, writer, and poet. He believed in the power of the
human spirit. His works continue to inspire people to trust themselves, embrace nature, and
seek deeper meaning in life. He remains a symbol of American originality and intellectual

independence.



