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Reformation elements in his writings?
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John Milton (1608-74) is a great English poet. He combines two important movements in his
works: the Renaissance and the Reformation. The Renaissance was a time of learning, art, and
a new way of thinking about life. The Reformation, on the other hand, was focused on religion
and changing the way people practiced Christianity. Milton brings ideas from both movements
into his writings. Here are points that explain how Milton blends these two movements in his

writings:

Love for Classical Learning (Renaissance Influence): The Renaissance was all about
rediscovering the classical texts of ancient Greece and Rome. Milton was well-read in Latin and
Greek literature, and he used many classical references in his poetry. For example, in Paradise
Lost, Milton compares Satan to classical heroes like Aeneas and Ulysses. This shows that he

admired the stories and styles of ancient writers.

Focus on Humanism (Renaissance Influence): The Renaissance idea of humanism focuses
on the power of humans to think and do great things. Milton reflects on this in his works. In
Paradise Lost, he talks about the greatness of mankind, even though Adam and Eve fall from
grace. He believes humans can think and make decisions. In Areopagitica, Milton defends the

right to speak and learn freely:

Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to conscience.

Religious Themes (Reformation Influence):

The Reformation was about religious changes and personal faith. Milton’s works reflect these
ideas. In Paradise Lost, he talks about sin, salvation, and the justice of God. The story of
Satan’s fall and Adam and Eve’s sin shows Milton’s focus on religious questions. He believed in

a personal relationship with God, which was an important Reformation idea. He writes,

Just are the ways of God,



And justifiable to men,

Individualism (Reformation Influence):

Milton shows the Reformation idea of individual responsibility in his works. He believes that
people should have a personal connection with God and not only follow the church blindly. In
Paradise Lost, Adam and Eve make their own choices. They decide to eat the forbidden fruit,

and Milton shows that humans have the freedom to choose. He writes,

Freely they stood who stood and fell who fell,

This means people are responsible for their own actions.

Emphasis on Reason and Logic (Renaissance Influence): Renaissance writers loved
reason and clear thinking. Milton’s writings are filled with deep thinking and logical ideas. In
Paradise Lost, God is shown as a being of perfect reason, while Satan uses faulty thinking to

deceive others. One famous line is,

The mind is its own place, and in itself

Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.

This shows that Milton values reason and how it helps us understand life and make good

decisions.

Rejection of Tyranny (Reformation Influence): Milton did not like tyranny, either in
government or in religion, which was a big Reformation idea. He believed that people should be
free from unfair rulers and the strict control of the church. In Paradise Lost, Satan’s rebellion

can be seen as a wrong version of this idea of freedom. Satan says,

Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven,

However, Milton shows that true freedom comes with moral leadership.

John Milton blends the Renaissance’s love for learning and the Reformation’s focus on personal
faith in his writings. He brings together ideas of human potential, the power of reason, personal
responsibility, and the fight against tyranny. By mixing these ideas, Milton creates works that
explore big questions about faith, life, and human choices, making his writings timeless and

powerful.



