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Scan the Poem “Stopping by Woods on a Showy Evening”.
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Scan the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Showy Evening”.

Scanning a poem means analyzing its rhythm and meter. You do this by marking stressed (")
and unstressed (7) syllables in each line. This process shows the poem’s pattern and flow.
Many English poems follow metrical forms like iambic pentameter (* ) or trochaic tetrameter
(" 7). Scansion helps uncover the rhythm and pacing intended by the poet. To scan, read each
line carefully and mark the syllables. This reveals the poem’s musicality and structure. This

makes it easier to understand the poet's style.

Whose wodds/ thése are/ | think/ I knéw.
His holse/is in/ thé vil/ lage, tholgh;
Hé will /not seé/ mé stép/ ping hére

T6 watch/ his wodds/ fill Up /with snéw.
My lit/ tlé hérse/ mdst think/ it queér
TO stép/ without/ a farm/ hduse neér

Bétweén/ thé wodds/ and fréz/ én lake
Thé dark/ est éve/ ning 6f/ thé yeér.
Hé gives/ his har/ néss bélls/ a shake

TO ask/if thére/1s séme/ mistake.
Thé én/ ly 6/ thér solnd's/ thé sweép
Of éas/y wind/ and déwn/ y flake.
Thé wodds/ are I6ve/ ly, dark,/ and deép.
But | / hdve pro/misés/ to keép,

And miles/ t6 gé/ befére /1 sleép,



And miles/ to g6/ béfére /1 sleép.

Prosodic Name:

This scansion shows the metrical structure of the poem, with the first, second, and fourth lines
of each stanza having four iambs (pairs of unstressed and stressed syllables) and the third line

having three iambs, creating a consistent rhythm throughout the poem.



