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Describe the Setting and the Atmosphere of the Poem
“Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”.
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Describe the setting and the atmosphere of the poem “Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard”.

In “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (1751), Thomas Gray (1716-71) paints a peaceful
yet sad scene. The poem takes place in the countryside at dusk, where the world slowly fades
into night. Gray uses simple, beautiful images to describe the setting. The atmosphere is quiet,
reflective, and full of sorrow.

Setting

Rural Countryside: The poem begins with the sound of the curfew bell. This marks the end of
the day. The setting is a quiet countryside, where the plowman is returning home. The lowing
of cows and the slowly setting sun tell us it is evening. The landscape is calm and peaceful,
with no signs of hurry.

Graveyard: The setting moves to a graveyard. The poet describes old trees, like rugged elms
and a yew tree’s shade, under which many people are buried. These people are the forefathers
of the small village, now resting in their graves. The church tower with ivy creeping over it adds
to the peaceful yet somber image of the place.

Atmosphere

Peaceful yet Sad: The atmosphere is calm and still. There is a quietness in the air, broken
only by the sound of a beetle’s flight or an owl’s call. The stillness feels like the world is resting,
but it also brings a sense of sadness, as the day ends and night takes over.

Reflective and Somber: The atmosphere is full of reflection. Gray encourages us to think
about life and death. The image of the graveyard makes the reader think of how everyone, no
matter how great or small, will eventually be forgotten. The mood is peaceful but also deeply
sad and thoughtful.


