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Alfred the Great or King Alfred (847/849 - 899) is called the “father of English Prose.” He was
the king of Wessex (871-886) and king of Anglo-Saxons (886-899). Alfred is renowned for his
military successes, intellectual achievements, and contributions to the development of English
law and governance.

Reign of King Alfred: During his reign, Alfred faced the Viking invasions that had plagued
England. He successfully defended his kingdom against these raids, notably winning the Battle
of Edington in 878. Following this victory, he negotiated the Treaty of Wedmore. It established
a boundary between the Anglo-Saxon and Viking territories. This marked a turning point in the
Viking invasions and laid the foundation for the eventual unification of England.

Major Works: Alfred was the great translator of the Anglo-Saxon period who translated many
Latin books into English Prose. His most famous important translations are The History of the
World by Orosius, Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, Boethius’s Consolation of Philosophy, and the
Soliloquies of St. Augustine. The first historical work of English literature is the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle, which was the masterpiece of Alfred the Great. 

Contribution: Alfred was a famous, learned, and merciful man who encouraged education and
raised the idea that primary education would be conducted in Anglo-Saxon rather than Latin.
He promoted the legal system, the military structure, and his people’s quality of life. In the
Sixteenth century, he was given the designation “The Great” during and after reformation.

Education and Culture: Apart from his military prowess, King Alfred was a champion of
education and culture. He recognized the importance of learning and promoted the study of
literature, philosophy, and religious texts. Alfred himself was a scholar and translated several
works from Latin into Old English. One of his most notable achievements was the translation of
Boethius's "Consolation of Philosophy."

King Alfred's legacy is enduring, and he is often remembered as a wise and just ruler who
played a crucial role in shaping the early foundations of English identity, law, and education.
His reign is considered a pivotal period in English history, and he is revered as one of the
country's greatest kings.


