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Discuss the basic rules of Assimilation and Elision.

Assimilation and elision are two fundamental phonological processes. These impact how
sounds are produced and heard in spoken language. They also reveal essential aspects of
language evolution, such as speech patterns and phonetics. Understanding these processes is
crucial for linguistics students. 

Assimilation

Definition and Types: Assimilation occurs when a sound changes to become more like a
neighboring sound. There are two main types: progressive and regressive assimilation.

Progressive assimilation is a type of phonetic assimilation that occurs when a preceding sound
affects a following sound. For example, when pronouncing "what's the problem" in slower
speech, you might say "wɒts ðə ˈprɒbləm", but in faster speech you might say
"wɒtszəˈprɒbləm". In this case, the "s" sound is influenced by the previous sound and changes
to a "z" sound. 

Regressive assimilation is a phonological process that occurs when a sound in a word is
influenced by the sound that comes after it. For example, when pronouncing "have to" as "haf"
or "hæf", the voiceless "t" in "to" influences the preceding "have" sound.

Place of Articulation: Assimilation often involves changes in the place of articulation. This
means that the point in the vocal tract where a sound is produced shifts to match that of a
neighboring sound. For instance, in the phrase "input" /ɪnpʊt/, the /n/ becomes a bilabial /m/
because it is followed by a bilabial /p/, resulting in /ɪmpʊt/.

Manner of Articulation: Changes in the manner of articulation can also occur during
assimilation. This refers to how the airflow is obstructed in the vocal tract. For example, in the
word "tense" /tɛns/, the /n/ might become nasalized to match the /s/, making the pronunciation
more fluent and easier to produce.

Elision
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Definition and Purpose: Elision involves omitting a sound or syllable in speech. It often
occurs to make speech faster and more efficient. For instance, in casual speech, "I am" can
become "I'm," with the vowel /æ/ being elided.

Consonant Elision: Consonant elision is common in connected speech. This can happen at
word boundaries, mainly when a consonant sound follows another consonant sound. For
example, in "next day," the /t/ in "next" is often dropped, resulting in /nɛks deɪ/. This makes the
phrase easier to pronounce quickly.

Vowel Elision: Vowel elision occurs frequently in unstressed syllables, especially in
polysyllabic words. In English, the schwa sound /ə/ is often elided. For instance, "interest" can
be pronounced as /ˈɪntrɪst/ instead of /ˈɪntərɛst/, dropping the schwa /ə/.

Combining Assimilation and Elision: Assimilation and elision often work together to make
speech more fluid. For example, in the phrase "used to," the /d/ in "used" assimilates to the /t/
sound, and the /t/ is often elided, resulting in the pronunciation /ˈjuːstə/. This combination of
processes ensures smooth and rapid speech.

Factors Influencing Assimilation and Elision: Several factors influence the occurrence of
assimilation and elision. These include speech rate, formality, and dialect. Faster speech and
informal settings typically see more instances of these processes. Different dialects and
languages have their own rules and tendencies regarding assimilation and elision.

In conclusion, assimilation and elision are vital phonological processes that influence the
fluidity and efficiency of spoken language. Understanding these concepts is essential for
linguistics students, as it deepens their language mechanics and phonetics knowledge. By
studying these processes, students gain insight into the dynamic nature of speech and the
practical aspects of language use.

 


