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Discuss the main principles of the ‘Communicative Language Teaching’. Why is CLT
considered an approach rather than a method? 

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is an approach to teaching languages that became
popular in the 1970s. It was developed in response to traditional methods that focused too
much on grammar and needed more on actual communication. CLT emphasizes using
language in real-life situations. It helps the students learn to speak, listen, read, and write in
meaningful and practical ways.

Main Principles of CLT: The main Principles of CLT are given below:

Communication is Central: The primary goal of CLT is to enable students to communicate
effectively in the target language. Rather than focusing only on grammar rules, students are
encouraged to use the language in real-life situations. This approach ensures that all language
skills—speaking, listening, reading, and writing—are practiced with an emphasis on meaningful
communication.

Fluency Before Accuracy: In CLT, fluency is more important than accuracy. Students should
be able to express themselves even if they make mistakes. Over time, their accuracy will
improve as they use the language more.

Learner-Centered Teaching: CLT is centered around the students' needs and interests.
Lessons are designed to be relevant to the learners. It makes learning more engaging and
enjoyable. This approach also encourages students to take an active role in their learning. It
helps them stay motivated and involved.

Use of Real-Life Materials: In CLT, teachers use authentic materials, like newspapers,
videos, and real conversations, to teach language. These materials expose students to the
language as native speakers actually use it. It helps them develop practical skills that they can
use in real life.

Focus on Practical Language Use: Instead of just memorizing vocabulary and grammar,
CLT emphasizes learning language that can be used to accomplish specific tasks. For example,
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students might learn how to order food, ask for directions, or make a phone call. This makes
the learning process more relevant and useful in everyday situations.

Interaction as a Key Learning Tool: Interaction is a core part of CLT. Students learn by
talking to each other and the teacher. Group work, pair work, and role-plays are common in
CLT classrooms. These activities help students practice language in a lively and supportive
environment. It strengthens their communication skills.

Integrated Language Skills: CLT promotes the integration of all four language
skills—speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Instead of focusing on one skill at a time,
students practice all these skills together through communicative activities. This holistic
approach ensures that students develop a well-rounded proficiency in the language.

CLT is an Approach Rather Than a Method: CLT is considered an approach, not a method,
because:

Flexible and Adaptable: CLT is flexible and can be adapted to different teaching situations.
Unlike a method, it does not follow strict steps or techniques.

Non-Prescriptive and Adaptive: CLT doesn't require a fixed sequence of activities. Teachers
can design lessons that match their students' needs, focusing on relevant communication.

Holistic and Learner-Centered: CLT integrates speaking, listening, reading, and writing. It
considers the learner's experiences and pace.

Theoretical Flexibility: CLT is based on various language learning theories. It combines
linguistic and sociolinguistic insights.

Focus on Real-Life Language Use: CLT views language as a tool for real communication,
not just grammar rules to memorize.

To wrap up, CLT is an effective approach that prioritizes communication, fluency, and practical
language use. CLT emphasizes interaction, real-life materials, and combining language skills.
This approach helps students use language confidently in real-life situations.

 


