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The Salient Features of Metaphysical Poetry.
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Write a short note on the salient features of metaphysical poetry.

Metaphysical poetry is a genre that emerged in the early 17th century, characterized by its
complex and philosophical nature. John Donne (1572-1631) is often considered the father of
metaphysical poetry. Poets like John Donne, George Herbert, Andrew Marvell, and Henry

Vaughan best exemplify this style. Here, we enlist the salient features of metaphysical poetry.

Conceits and Extended Metaphors: Metaphysical poets are renowned for using conceits.
Conceits are extended metaphors that link seemingly unrelated ideas in surprising and
thought-provoking ways. For example, in John Donne's "A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning," he

compares the bond between two lovers to a compass.

If they be two, they are two so
As stiff twin compasses are two;
Thy soul, the fixed foot, makes no show

To move, but doth, if the other do.

Intellectual Playfulness:

Metaphysical poetry often delves into intellectual and philosophical themes. It blends emotion
with logical reasoning. Donne's poems frequently explore profound questions about love,

death, and religion with a sharp, analytical approach.

Paradoxes and Irony: Metaphysical poets use paradoxes and irony to challenge conventional
thinking. Donne's "Death, be not proud" is a notable example, where he personifies and then

belittles death.

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;

Colloquial Language:



Unlike earlier poetry's ornate and polished language, metaphysical poets often employed a
more conversational and direct style. In this poetry, poets use the rhythms and cadences of

everyday speech.

Complex Form and Structure: Metaphysical poetry experimented with form and structure,
often using irregular meter, varied stanza lengths, and intricate rhyme schemes. This structure

mirrors the complexity of their themes.

In conclusion, Metaphysical poetry is supreme for its innovative use of conceits, intellectual

depth, and unique blending of emotional intensity with philosophical inquiry.



