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What are the goals of the ‘Grammar Translation Method’?

The Grammar Translation Method (GTM) is a traditional approach to language teaching. It
focuses on studying grammar rules and translating sentences between the target language
and the native language. The primary goals of the Grammar Translation Method are:

Reading and Writing Mastery: The main objective of GTM is to develop learners’ ability to
read and write in the target language. Understanding literary texts and classical literature and
translating complex sentences are key focuses of this method.

Grammar Understanding: GTM emphasizes detailed knowledge of grammatical rules.
Learners are expected to memorize grammar rules and apply them in exercises. The ability to
analyze sentence structures and identify parts of speech is prioritized.

Translation Proficiency: A significant goal is to enable learners to translate texts accurately
between the target language and their native language. This translation practice is intended to
improve vocabulary and comprehension.

Cultural Knowledge: The method often aims to expose learners to the culture and literature
of the language being studied. Reading texts from the target culture is a way to gain cultural
insights while learning the language.

Accuracy Over Fluency: Unlike modern communicative approaches, GTM prioritizes accuracy
in language use, with less focus on speaking and listening skills. The goal is to produce
grammatically correct sentences and translations.

In termination, the goals of the Grammar Translation Method center around developing
reading, writing, grammar knowledge, and translation skills rather than spoken communication.


