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What is Lullaby? What characteristics of Lullaby do you find in this poem?

A lullaby is a gentle song. It helps babies or children fall asleep. It is soft, calm, and soothing.
Lullabies are full of love and care. They create a feeling of safety and peace. Tennyson's (1809-
92) poem, “Lullaby” (1847), is a beautiful example. It has all the sweet qualities of a perfect

lullaby. Here are characteristics of a lullaby found in the poem:

o Soft and Repeating Sounds: The poem uses soft, repeating words like "sweet and low"
and "sleep and rest." These words make the poem sound calm and musical. The repetition

helps create a rhythm, just like a real lullaby.

e Love and Comfort: The poem is full of love from the parent to the child. It talks about the
child resting on the mother’s breast and the father returning soon. These lines give comfort

and a feeling of safety to the child.

e Dreamlike Imagery: The poem describes the "silver sails" and the "dying moon." These
words create a magical and peaceful picture, perfect for lulling a child to sleep. It feels like a

dreamy story being sung.

In conclusion, Tennyson’s “Lullaby” has soft words, warm love, and dreamy pictures. It makes

you feel calm and safe. That's why it is a true lullaby!



