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What is ‘Post Method Pedagogy’? Discuss the strategic framework proposed by B.

Kumaravadivelu.

Post-Method Pedagogy emerged as a response to the dissatisfaction with traditional language
teaching methods. B. Kumaravadivelu proposed this method in 1994. Post-Method Pedagogy
rejects the idea that one method can be universally effective. Instead, it promotes a flexible
approach where teachers adapt their strategies based on the specific needs of their students.

Kumaravadivelu’s framework is built around three core parameters and a strategic approach.

The Three Pedagogic Parameters: Kumaravadivelu’'s Post Method of Pedagogy revolves

around three interconnected parameters: particularity, practicality, and possibility.

Particularity: This parameter emphasizes that language teaching must be context-sensitive.
The unique sociocultural, political, and institutional factors of a specific environment must
shape the teaching strategies. What works in one context may not be applicable in another, so

teachers need to adapt their methods based on the particular needs of their students.

Practicality: Practicality focuses on the teacher's ability to apply theoretical knowledge in real
classroom situations. It encourages teachers to adapt and create methods that work best in

their particular teaching context rather than strictly following predefined methods.

Possibility: This parameter considers the broader social and political context of education. It
encourages teachers to reflect on how their teaching can contribute to social change and

empower learners to challenge and overcome societal inequalities.

The Strategic Framework: Kumaravadivelu's ten macrostrategies offer a flexible
framework for language teaching. These strategies are designed to help teachers create more

effective and responsive learning environments. Here is a concise overview:

Maximizing Learning Opportunities: This strategy encourages teachers to create a
collaborative and interactive classroom. Both teachers and students work together to maximize

learning by engaging in activities that involve everyone.



Facilitating Negotiated Interaction: Teachers should involve students in activities where
they must clarify, modify, and request information. This interaction helps students practice
language use in real-life scenarios. It also teaches them to maintain conversations and avoid

misunderstandings.

Minimizing Perceptual Mismatches: Teachers should be aware of any misunderstandings
between their intentions and the students' interpretations. Addressing these mismatches is
crucial for effective learning. Teachers need to align their teaching methods with students'

perceptions.

Activating Intuitive Heuristics: This strategy focuses on creating an environment where
students can solve problems using their intuition. By encouraging this kind of thinking,

students can understand new language input naturally, without needing explicit explanations.

Fostering Language Awareness (LA): Language awareness involves helping students
understand language through general principles rather than memorization. This approach
encourages a deeper understanding of how language works. It leads to better long-term

retention and application.

Contextualizing Linguistic Input: Teachers should present language in context rather than

isolation. This will help students better grasp how language functions in real-life situations.

Integrating Language Skills: All language skills—speaking, listening, reading, and
writing—should be taught together. Integrating these skills helps students see how they are

connected and improves overall language proficiency.

Promoting Learner Autonomy: Teachers should encourage students to take responsibility
for their own learning. This includes providing tools and strategies that help students learn

independently and develop confidence in their abilities.

Raising Cultural Consciousness: Teachers should raise students' awareness of the target
culture. Understanding the cultural context helps students develop empathy. This strategy

improves their ability to use the language effectively.

Ensuring Social Relevance: Learning should be connected to students' social, political, and
educational lives. This relevance makes learning more meaningful and helps students apply

what they learn in real-world contexts.

In conclusion, Post Method Pedagogy offers a flexible, context-sensitive, and teacher-driven
approach to language teaching. By focusing on various parameters, it empowers teachers to

design effective and relevant teaching practices. This approach moves beyond the limitations



of traditional methods.



