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What is the author’s position and attitude in “Sonnet 18”?

William Shakespeare’s (1564-1616) “Sonnet 18” (1609) is one of the most beautiful love poems
ever written. In this sonnet, the poet talks about how poetry can make beauty live forever.
Shakespeare compares the beauty of his beloved to nature and shows how their charm is even
greater. The author’s position is subjective, and his attitude is full of love and admiration. Let’s
explore these ideas.

Author’s Position - Subjective: Shakespeare expresses personal feelings about his beloved.
He uses phrases like "Shall I compare thee" and "Thou art more lovely" to show his
emotional connection. The poem is centered on the author’s thoughts and beliefs. He believes
that his poetry will make his beloved’s beauty eternal.

Author’s Attitude - Loving and Admiring: The poet’s attitude is loving and admiring. He
deeply appreciates the beauty and perfection of his beloved. He is confident about the power
of his poetry. He believes his verse will make the beloved’s beauty last forever. This confidence
is clear in the lines, 

“So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.”

Shakespeare’s subjective feelings and loving attitude make this poem very special. His words
celebrate beauty and the power of art to make it timeless. The simplicity of his language and
the depth of his feelings touch readers’ hearts.


