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What is the central message of the poem "Breathes There the Man"?

"Breathes There the Man" (1805) is a poem written by Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832). It talks
about the love and importance of one’s own country. Scott shares his strong feelings of
patriotism and shows how a person who does not love their homeland is empty inside.

Central Message

The main message of the poem is that a person who does not love their country is “soul so
dead.” The poet feels that no matter how rich, powerful, or important someone is, they are not
truly worthy of respect if they do not care for their native land. Scott believes that one's
connection to their homeland is what makes them truly human. It is more important than
wealth, fame, or power.

In the second part of the poem, Scott expresses his deep love for his homeland, Scotland. He
describes the beauty of nature, like the woods, rivers, and mountains. These things give him
strength and comfort. Even when things are difficult, he still loves them more than anything.

Scott also warns that those who are selfish and do not appreciate their country will have no
real honor or memory. They will die forgotten and alone, without respect. The poet shows that
true happiness and meaning in life come from loving one’s homeland.

However, the poem teaches us that love for our country is a powerful and important feeling. It
is something that shapes who we are and gives us pride and purpose.


