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What is the central theme of the poem, and how is it presented here?

"London" (1794) by William Blake (1757-1827) is a powerful poem. It captures the sadness and
problems of people living in London long ago. This poem is a part of Blake's book called Songs
of Experience. This book shows the tough parts of life.

The main theme of the poem is suffering caused by society. Blake talks about how people in
London are not happy. They are controlled too much by rules and leaders. Blake walks through
the streets and sees unhappy faces. He feels the pain in people's cries. He hears the sadness in
every sound. Blake uses very strong images to show this sadness. Words like "charter'd,"
"marks of weakness," and "mind-forg'd manacles" tell us about control and mental suffering.
The city's rules make people feel trapped. They are not free.

He also talks about the church and the government. He thinks they do not help people as they
should. Instead, they are part of the problem. The church is getting worse. The government
uses soldiers and then does not care for them. The poem ends with a sad picture. Young
women who work as prostitutes curse. This curse affects newborn babies. It even ruins the idea
of marriage. Blake shows that society's problems hurt everyone. From young to old, no one is
safe.

Blake's "London" tells us about a city full of control and sadness. He wants us to see how
society can hurt its people. He uses simple yet strong words to make us feel the pain of others.
This poem is a call to notice and fix these big problems.


