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What is the effect of the song of the solitary reaper on the poet?

William Wordsworth’s (1770-1850) poem “The Solitary Reaper” (1807) is a beautiful poem
about a simple yet magical moment. The poet hears a Highland girl singing while working in
the field. Her song deeply touches his heart. Wordsworth captures this moment to show how
music can create powerful emotions and lasting memories.

The song of the solitary reaper has a strong effect on the poet. At first, he is amazed by the
beauty of her voice. He feels the music filling the valley around him. He compares her singing
to the melodious notes of the nightingale and the cuckoo. However, he finds her song even
more touching and unique. It feels like the music comes from a magical, faraway world.

The poet does not understand the words of the song. Still, he imagines it might be about sad
and distant stories, battles of the past, or simple, everyday sorrows. The mystery of the song
makes it even more special to him. As the poet walks away, the song stays with him. It
becomes a part of his soul. Even when the sound fades, its memory remains fresh in his heart.
It brings him peace and joy. The reaper’s song shows how a simple experience in nature can
leave a deep, lasting impression.

Wordsworth reminds us that beauty and emotions often come from unexpected moments, just
like the reaper’s song.


