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What is the tone of the poem “"She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways"?

The tone of "She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways" (1798) by William Wordsworth (1770-
1850) is tender and sorrowful. Wordsworth expresses his deep feelings for Lucy, a simple
and quiet girl who lived a lonely life. The tone reflects both admiration for her beauty and

sadness at her passing.
The Tone- Admirational and Sorrowful

The poem begins with soft and calm words. The speaker describes Lucy’s life as secluded and
unnoticed by most people. This gives the poem a peaceful but lonely tone. The way the poet
compares Lucy to a "violet by a mossy stone" and a "star" shows admiration. These images

make the reader feel how special Lucy was, even though few knew her.

As the poem progresses, the tone changes. It becomes filled with sorrow and grief. When Lucy
dies, the poet reveals his personal pain. He says, “The difference to me!” This line shows how
much her death affects him. Even though others did not notice her life or her death, she was
very important to the poet. The short length of the poem and the simple words make the
emotions even stronger. The tone is a mix of love, loss, and quiet sadness. It reminds us of how

someone can be small and unnoticed by the world, but deeply meaningful to one person.

This beautiful poem leaves readers with a feeling of both beauty and heartbreak. It shows the

power of love and the pain of loss.



