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What senses are satisfied with the images used in the poem “To Autumn”?

John Keats’s (1995-1821) poem “To Autumn” (1820) is full of beautiful images that appeal to
our senses. The poet uses simple but powerful words to make us feel, see, and imagine the
richness of the season. Here are four senses that are satisfied through the images in the first
stanza:

Sense of Sight: The poem creates clear pictures of autumn’s beauty. We can imagine the
“mists”, the “vines”, and the “moss’d cottage-trees.” The “apples” bending the trees and the
“plump hazel shells” give us colorful and lively images.

Sense of Taste: Keats describes the sweetness of autumn fruits. He talks about “fruit with
ripeness to the core” and “sweet kernel.” These lines make us think of the delicious flavors of
ripe fruits and nuts.

Sense of Touch: The poet helps us imagine the feeling of autumn. Words like “mellow” and
“clammy cells” remind us of the soft and cool texture of mist and honeycombs.

Sense of Smell: Though not directly stated, we can imagine the smell of ripe fruits, flowers,
and the damp earth. The mention of “flowers for the bees” also hints at the fresh and sweet
scent of nature in autumn.

Keats paints autumn as a season full of life and abundance. He uses images that make us feel
connected to nature and its beauty. The poem appeals to both our senses and our emotions.


