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The chief goal of the Puritans was to establish a strict and pure form of religious
practice. The Puritans strived to reform the Church of England by removing
elements they considered to be corrupted and returning to a simpler, more
disciplined Christianity.

This religious movement occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries during the English
Reformation. Puritans aimed to align their lives and society with biblical principles, and they
believed in personal holiness, moral righteousness, and a strong work ethic. They desired to
create a pure community where the Church and the state were closely intertwined.  It
influences all aspects of daily life.

Understanding The Puritans: Who Were They And When Did
They Arrive In America?

The Puritans were a religious group who desired to reform the Church of England in the 16th
and 17th centuries. They believed in the importance of living a moral and disciplined life based
on their interpretation of the Bible. Seeking religious freedom, a group of Puritans known as the
Pilgrims left England and arrived in Massachusetts in the early 17th century. They established
the Plymouth Colony, which became one of the first successful English settlements in North
America.

The Puritans aimed to create a society that stuck strictly to their religious beliefs. They
emphasized the importance of education, with the goal of being able to interpret and
understand the Bible. They valued hard work and saw it as a means of fulfilling the will of God.
Their focus on the individual's relationship with God influenced the development of a strong
work ethic and a sense of community.

Puritan Ideals: A Pious And Devout Community
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The Puritans, a religious group that appeared in the late 16th century, aimed to create a
society that upheld the highest standards of personal and communal religion. Central to Puritan
ideas was the emphasis on moral purity and holiness. They believed in the importance of
leading a righteous and virtuous life both separately and as a community. For the Puritans,
religion was not just a personal matter. It was a way of life that permeated every aspect of
society. They believed in the concept of a "covenant," a pact with God that required strict
adherence to His laws.

The Puritans aspired to achieve a state of grace that would secure their salvation through
rigorous self-examination and discipline. The community was also a vital element of Puritan
life. They aimed to create a close-knit community where everyone worked together to build a
society based on godly principles. Regular church attendance, collective worship, and the
enforcement of moral standards were key factors in maintaining the cohesion of the
community.

In their pursuit of personal and communal religion, the Puritans specified strict social norms
and rules. They believed in living a simple and modest life, and they rejected worldly pleasures
and extravagance. Their goal was not only to lead a God-fearing life but also to set an example
for others and act as a beacon of righteousness in a corrupt world.

Goal 1: Establishing A City Upon A Hill

The Puritans had a chief goal of establishing a City Upon a Hill. This goal was moved by their
desire to create a shining example of a godly society, drawing inspiration from the Sermon on
the Mount and John Winthrop's vision for the Massachusetts Bay Colony. They aspired to build a
community that lived according to God's laws and principles, serving as a beacon of morality
and righteousness for others to follow.

The Puritans believed that by creating this model society, they could influence and inspire
others to embrace their religious beliefs and practices. They highlighted the importance of
leading an upright and virtuous life, focusing on purity, discipline, hard work, and education.
Through their commitment to this goal, the Puritans aimed to show a society that embodied
their religious convictions and served as a testament to God's grace and providence.

Goal 2: Reformation Of The Church

The Puritans aimed to reform the Church, making it more pure and aligned with their religious
ideals. They sought to eliminate what they believed to be the excesses and corruption within
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the church hierarchy. Their chief goal was to create a simpler, more authentic form of worship
and religious practice.

Goal 2: Reformation of the Church

The Puritans had a chief goal to reform the Church of England. They aimed to purify the Church
from within, seeking to eliminate vestiges of Catholic influence. They criticized the practices of
the Church of England, which they believed still retained rituals and practices reminiscent of
Catholicism. The Puritans desired to create a simpler and more pure form of worship, focusing
on the teachings of the Bible.

They believed in the priesthood of all believers and opposed the hierarchical structure of the
Church. The Puritans advocated for a more personal and direct relationship with God, and they
highlighted individual spirituality and religious discipline. Through their efforts, the Puritans
strived to establish a church that aligned more closely with their interpretation of biblical
teachings and principles.

Goal 3: Promoting Education And Literacy

The Puritans had several goals, one of which was to promote education and literacy within their
community. They believed that an educated clergy and laity were essential for the success of
their religious and social mission. As part of their efforts, the Puritans founded Harvard College
in 1636 with the primary aim of training ministers. The establishment of this institution was a
tangible manifestation of their commitment to educate their religious leaders.

In addition to formal education, the Puritans also emphasized the importance of book
ownership and reading. They recognized the power of written words in spreading their religious
beliefs and teachings. By encouraging their community members to own books and engage in
reading, the Puritans fostered a culture of literacy. This focus on education and reading played
a crucial role in shaping the intellectual and religious development of Puritan society.

Goal 4: Economic Prosperity As A Sign Of Providential Favor

The Puritans were a religious group that decided in the New England colonies in the 17th
century. They had multiple goals in mind. One of their chief goals was to attain economic
prosperity as a sign of divine favour from God. They firmly believed that hard work and success
were indicators of their righteousness and favour in the eyes of God. They encouraged trade
and entrepreneurship as a means to achieve economic success. The Puritans saw the pursuit of
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material wealth as a reflection of their devotion and faith in God.

They believed that accumulating wealth and prosperity established their commitment to
leading a righteous and godly life. The Puritans viewed economic prosperity not only as a
means of supporting themselves and their families but also as a way to contribute to the
growth and flourishing of their communities. They saw the expansion of wealth as a way to
establish a society based on their religious beliefs and values.

Goal 5: Moral Discipline And Control

The chief goal of the Puritans was the structure of Moral Discipline and Control in society. To
achieve this goal, they concentrated on regulating personal behaviour and enforcing strict
moral codes. Public shaming and punishments were common strategies used by the Puritans to
deter individuals from engaging in morally unacceptable actions. Transgressions such as
adultery, blasphemy, and drunkenness were met with severe consequences, including public
humiliation, fines, and even banishment from the community.

The Puritans believed that through strict regulation and punishment, they could maintain social
order and create a morally upright society. The Church played a crucial role in enforcing these
moral codes and maintaining social order. It was responsible for monitoring the behaviour of
individuals and ensuring that they adhered to Puritan values.

Legacy Of The Puritans: Influence On American Society

The Puritans had a chief goal of establishing a society that closely adhered to their strict
religious beliefs. They desired to create a community that represented the principles of Godly
living and moral righteousness. The legacy of the Puritans continues to influence American
society in various ways. Their ideals laid the foundation for the United States, as many of their
core principles, personal responsibility, and the importance of education have become integral
to the American ethos.

The Puritans' focus on education led to the structure of Harvard University, the oldest
institution of higher learning in the United States. The Puritans' influence extended beyond the
realm of politics and education. Their values shaped American culture, especially in terms of
literature. The concept of the "city upon a hill," a phrase coined by Puritan John Winthrop, is a
recurring theme in American literature, signifying the country's aspiration to be a beacon of
moral excellence and a model for others.
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Puritan values still resonate in contemporary society. The emphasis on hard work, discipline,
self-control, and moral integrity are deeply ingrained in American culture. These values
continue to shape the national identity and underpin the nation's success.

Conclusion

The primary aim of the Puritans was to create a society that was exactly aligned with their
religious beliefs. Their chief goal was to set an ideal, pure, and godly community where they
could practice their faith without any interference.

Their relentless commitment to spiritual devotion shaped their policies, institutions, and
lifestyle choices. By striving for a righteous society, the Puritans left a lasting impact on
American history and laid the foundation for the values and principles that still resonate today.


