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Why does the poet compare the reaper's song to the nightingale and the cuckoo?

In “The Solitary Reaper” (1807), William Wordsworth (1770-1850) describes the song of a
young girl. She sings while working alone in the fields. Her voice touches the poet's heart
deeply. To show how beautiful her song is, the poet compares it to two famous birds: the

nightingale and the cuckoo.

The nightingale is known for its sweet and comforting songs. It often sings in the desert, where
tired travelers rest. Wordsworth says the reaper's song is even sweeter than the nightingale's.

It brings joy and relief, just like the bird does for travelers.

The poet also mentions the cuckoo. This bird is famous for its cheerful calls in spring. It breaks
the silence in faraway islands, like the Hebrides. Wordsworth says the reaper's voice is more

thrilling than the cuckoo’s. Her song fills the valley and spreads its beauty everywhere.

Through these comparisons, Wordsworth shows how unique and powerful the reaper's song is.
It is not just a simple tune. It connects nature, emotions, and imagination. The poet hears her
song and feels it deep in his heart. Even after leaving, he carries the memory of her voice with

him.

Wordsworth uses the nightingale and cuckoo to help us imagine the magic of her song. This
makes the poem more vivid and emotional. It reminds us how small, simple moments in nature

can inspire us. The reaper's song is a gift to the poet and to anyone who reads this poem.



