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Why does the poet find delight in his beloved’s carelessly tied shoestring?

In Robert Herrick's (1591-1674) poem “Delight in Disorder” (1648), the poet celebrates the
beauty of imperfection. He finds charm in the small, unintentional mistakes that make a person
seem more real and attractive. One such mistake is the carelessly tied shoestring. The poet
admires this because it shows a kind of wild beauty that cannot be achieved by being too

perfect.

Natural Beauty: Firstly, the carelessly tied shoestring makes the poet feel a "wild civility."
This means that it looks natural and free, rather than forced or stiff. The shoestring, like the
other parts of the dress, adds a sense of life and energy to the person. This makes her seem

more human.

Imperfection is Attractive: Secondly, the poet sees beauty in the idea of imperfection. A
perfectly tied shoestring might look neat, but it lacks the charm of something that happens by
accident. The small mistake makes the woman seem more relaxed, carefree, and not obsessed

with following every rule. This freedom is what makes her more attractive to the poet.

Perfection Isn't Always Best: Finally, the untied shoestring shows a deeper truth. It
represents the idea that perfection is not always the best. Sometimes, a little disorder can
make things more beautiful and interesting. The poet finds more delight in this natural,

careless look than in something that is too precise.

In this way, the poet teaches us to appreciate the beauty in imperfections, which makes life

more real and joyful.



