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Write a note on Universal Grammar.

Universal Grammar (UG) is a linguistics theory that suggests humans are innately able to learn
language. Noam Chomsky popularized this idea in the 1960s. According to this theory, all
human languages share a common structure. It is hardwired into the brain and enables

humans to acquire language naturally.

Innate Language Ability: UG proposes that humans are born with an inherent ability to learn
language. This means the basic grammatical principles are embedded in the brain from birth.
Babies do not start with a blank slate; instead, they have a set of grammatical rules that help

them learn any language they are exposed to.

Shared Structural Features: According to UG, all human languages have common structural
features. These features include elements like nouns, verbs, and sentence structure. While
languages may look different, they follow similar grammatical rules. For example, every

language has a way to form questions, make statements, and give commands.

Language Acquisition: UG plays a crucial role in language acquisition. Children worldwide go
through similar stages of language development. They start with single words, move to simple
sentences, and eventually use complex structures. UG helps explain why this process is

universal.

Cross-Linguistic Studies: Research in UG involves studying different languages to find
commonalities. Linguists compare languages to identify universal patterns and structures.
These studies have shown that despite the diversity of languages, there are underlying

similarities. For instance, the concept of subjects and predicates exists in all languages.

In conclusion, Universal Grammar is foundational in understanding how humans learn and use
language. It suggests that a set of grammatical principles common to all languages is
embedded in our brains from birth. This theory helps explain the ease and speed with which

children learn languages and the similarities found in languages worldwide.



