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Figures of Speech

Irony: Irony appears when the real situation is opposite to what is said. Example: The
British call the Bridge Party a way to “bridge” the gap between English and Indians. But in
reality, the party only increases distance. The English stand apart, and Indians feel insulted.
Effect: The irony shows the failure of colonial “goodwill.” It exposes the false promises of
friendship under empire.

Personification: Personification gives human qualities to nature or objects. Example: In the
ending, nature seems to speak: “No, not yet… No, not there.” The sky, rocks, and horses all
seem to reject Aziz and Fielding’s union. Effect: Nature itself becomes a character. It shows
that colonial India is not ready for full friendship between English and Indians.

Symbolism: Symbolism is when an object or place stands for a deeper meaning. Example:
The Marabar Caves symbolize emptiness and confusion. Inside the caves, every sound
becomes the same meaningless echo, “boum.” Effect: The caves symbolize the mystery of
India and the failure of communication between East and West. They show how meaning
and truth collapse in the colonial world.

The Marabar Caves: Symbol of Emptiness and Mystery. The caves are the central symbol
of the novel. Their strange echo turns every sound into a meaningless “boum.” They
represent the mystery of India, the collapse of meaning, and the limits of human
understanding. For Adela, the caves bring confusion. For Mrs. Moore, they bring despair. For
Aziz, they bring tragedy.

The Echo: Symbol of Meaninglessness. The echo in the caves destroys all words, all
differences. It makes every voice sound the same. It symbolizes the futility of
communication between East and West, and also the emptiness at the heart of colonial life.

The Mosque: Symbol of Respect and Harmony. When Mrs. Moore meets Aziz in the
mosque, she takes off her shoes as a sign of respect. This creates trust between them. The
mosque symbolizes the possibility of genuine friendship across cultures when there is
humility and respect.
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The Club: Symbol of Division and Colonial Power. The English Club in Chandrapore is “a
little piece of England.” It represents racial separation and colonial arrogance. Indians are
not welcomed as equals. It symbolizes the wall between rulers and ruled.

Mrs. Moore (“Esmiss Esmoor”): Symbol of Sympathy and Spiritual Truth. Indians
remember Mrs. Moore after her death and call her “Esmiss Esmoor.” She symbolizes
compassion and understanding. Though she cannot act in the trial, her presence lives on as
a spiritual force for justice.

The Bridge Party: Symbol of Failed Connection. The Bridge Party is meant to connect
Indians and English. But it only shows division more clearly. The English stand apart and
look down on the Indians. The “bridge” becomes a symbol of failure.

Nature at the End: Symbol of Incomplete Unity. In the final scene, Aziz and Fielding want
to be friends, but nature itself resists. The sky, the earth, the horses say, “No, not yet… No,
not there.” It symbolizes that true friendship between East and West is not yet possible
under colonial rule.

Moral Lessons from A Passage to India:

Colonial arrogance destroys trust and humanity.

True friendship needs respect, not power.

 


