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Poet: Dylan Thomas

Written: Around 1944-1945

o

Published: 1946, in the poetry collection Deaths and Entrances

o

o

Form: Lyric poem written in free verse (no regular rhyme or meter)

o

Tone: Serious, calm, spiritual, and deeply reflective

o Genre: Elegy — but an untraditional elegy, because the poet refuses to express

ordinary mourning
o Setting: London during World War Il, after a bombing that killed a child

o Subject: The poem reflects on the tragic death of an innocent child in the war but

focuses on the idea of acceptance and unity with nature rather than public grief

o Central Idea: The poet refuses to mourn in the usual way because he believes death is

part of the eternal natural cycle — life, death, and rebirth are all connected

¢ Theme:

Death and renewal

o

o

Innocence and purity

o

Spiritual unity of life and death
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The power of nature and faith in eternity

¢ Imagery: Religious and natural symbols — Zion, darkness, water, seed, grave — used to

show death as a return to the natural order

e Message: The poet teaches that death should not be seen as destruction but as

transformation — a return to nature and the universe where all life is one.

Short Notes
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. World War IlI: The poem was written during World War Il when London was heavily

bombed. The child’s death in the poem symbolizes the innocent lives lost in the war.

. Elegy: The poem is an elegy, but not a traditional one. The poet refuses to cry or express

open sorrow; instead, he accepts death as part of nature’s law.

. Innocence: The dead child represents innocence and purity. Her death stands for the loss

of innocent life during war and destruction.

. Fire: Fire symbolizes the bombing and burning of London. It also represents both

destruction and purification — death and renewal.

. Nature: Nature is shown as a powerful and eternal force. Everything — man, child, or flower

— lives and dies under nature’s cycle.

. Religion / Faith: The poet uses religious images like Zion and synagogue. He shows that

death is spiritual and part of God’s eternal plan.

. Rebirth: The poet believes that after death, life takes a new form. The soul becomes one

with nature and continues in another way.

. London’s Daughter: The dead child is called “London’s daughter.” She stands for all the

innocent people, especially children, killed in the war.

. Acceptance: The poet accepts death calmly. He believes that true mourning is not loud

weeping but peaceful understanding.

Universal Death: The poet believes death is universal — it comes to everyone, rich or

poor, young or old. All human beings share the same destiny.



