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Heroism and the Reality of War: The play challenges traditional notions of heroism. In Act
1, Raina admires her fiancé Sergius as a hero. However, she soon learns that true courage is
not about idealized battle heroics. Bluntschli reveals in Act 2 that war is not glorious. He also
claims that soldiers often fear death. The play exposes war as a sham. It highlights that real
heroism lies in practical actions, not romanticized ideals.

Love and Idealism vs. Reality: Love is portrayed as something often based on illusion.
Raina’s love for Sergius is idealized and based on his image as a hero. However, as the play
progresses, particularly in Act 3, Raina realizes that Sergius is not the perfect man she thought.
Her true feelings emerge for Bluntschli. It shows that love grounded in reality is more
meaningful than the idealized version of love.

Class and Social Expectations: The play also explores class distinctions and the pressure to
conform. Raina and Sergius both feel trapped in their social roles. Sergius, as a nobleman,
struggles to express real emotions. Besides, Raina must maintain a facade of perfection. In
contrast, Bluntschli and Louka, who come from lower social classes, are more open and honest.
It shows that class doesn’t determine one’s worth or capacity for genuine connection. Act 3
reveals that love transcends social boundaries.

Deception and Truth: Throughout the play, characters struggle with deception and truth. In
Act 1, Raina lies to protect Bluntschli, and Sergius lies about his own bravery. By Act 2, Raina
admits that she has been living a lie. The final act reveals that honesty is essential for real
relationships. The play contrasts false appearances with the truth. It encourages the audience
to look beyond surface-level ideals.


