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Themes

Joy and Desire of Childhood: One main theme of “Blackberry-Picking” is the excitement of
childhood. The poet remembers the fun and happiness of picking sweet blackberries. The
children run around the fields with great joy, filling their jars and cans. They do not care about
getting scratched or dirty. The taste of the berries makes them greedy for more. This shows
how children enjoy the small pleasures of life. This shows how desire grows when we want to

hold on to something beautiful.

Disappointment and Loss : Another big theme is disappointment. After all the hard work,
the blackberries rot and get covered with gray fungus. The sweet smell becomes bad, and the
poet feels sad. He learns that nothing in life stays perfect forever. Just like the berries spoil,
happiness and beauty also fade with time. The poem teaches that growing up means learning

to accept change and loss.



