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Background:

"Byzantium" was written by William Butler Yeats in 1930. It is a follow-up to his earlier poem
"Sailing to Byzantium." The poem shows Yeats' interest in spiritual life and the search for
eternal peace. Byzantium, an old city, stands for a place of art, wisdom, and the soul's journey
after death. Yeats contrasts the messy human world with the perfect, timeless world of

Byzantium. The poem explores ideas of life, death, and the desire for spiritual growth.

Summary

Part 1 - The World of Day and Night: In the first part, Yeats talks about the end of the day.
The busy life of the city fades. Soldiers go to sleep, and the noise of people walking and singing
at night becomes quieter. The great dome of the church shines in the starlight or moonlight.
This dome looks down on all the struggles and problems of humans, showing that it is above all

the mess of human life.

Part 2 - The Floating Image: Here, Yeats sees an image in front of him. He is not sure if it is
a man or a shadow. It is like a ghost or a mummy, something between life and death. This
mysterious figure represents something beyond human life, like death that is also full of life, or

life that is close to death. Yeats wonders if it is something greater than a human.

Part 3 - The Miracle Bird: In this part, Yeats describes a magical, golden bird. This bird is not
a normal bird. It is made of metal and cannot die. It sits on a golden tree and sings proudly.
This bird represents something perfect and unchanging. Unlike real birds or flowers that die,

this bird will live forever. It is a symbol of art and immortality.

Part 4 - The Dancing Flames: At midnight, strange flames appear on the emperor’s floor.
These flames are not from wood or fire. They are made from spirits. These spirits have left
behind their human struggles and are now dancing in the flames. They feel pain but do not

burn. The flames show that the spirits are changing into something new, beyond their old lives.



Part 5 - The Spirit's Journey: In the last part, spirits ride on dolphins through a sea of human
life and struggles. They move past their pain. The emperor’s golden workers help break these
spirits free from the mess of life. On the marble floor, the spirits’ anger and problems are
washed away, turning into new and fresh images. This part shows the spirits escaping human

pain and becoming something greater.



