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Themes:

e Supremacy of Conscience and Morality: The central theme of Thoreau’s essay is that
human conscience and morality stand above all laws and governments. He argues that a
person’s first duty is obedience to truth and justice, not to the orders of the state. If a law
supports injustice, obeying it becomes a sin. According to Thoreau, moral conscience is the
true guide of human life. He declares, “We should be men first, and subjects afterward.”
That means we must be human beings before we are citizens. This theme teaches that

loyalty to truth is the highest duty of man.

o Peaceful Protest and Civil Disobedience: In this theme, Thoreau teaches that against
an unjust government, peaceful resistance, not violent rebellion, is the right path. He says
an honest man must shape his life in such a way that it becomes a force to stop injustice.
That is why he urges, “Let your life be a counter friction to stop the machine.” In other
words, one’s life itself should become a moral protest against evil. Thoreau believes that
silent and non-violent protest can light the lamp of truth in society more effectively than war

or destruction.

¢ Moral Power of the Individual: According to Thoreau, the transformation of society
begins with the courageous act of one individual. If one honest person stands firmly for
justice, a revolution of truth can arise. He shows that an individual’s moral courage is
stronger than the might of an unjust government. Thoreau himself refused to pay taxes as a
protest against injustice, proving that one person’s conscience-driven action can change
history. This theme teaches that real change begins not with armies or force, but with a

sincere and truthful heart.



