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Themes

Respect for Hard Work and Family Tradition : The poem shows the poet’s deep respect
for his father and grandfather, who worked hard as farmers. They spent their lives digging the
land and growing food. The poet remembers their strength, skill, and love for work. Even
though he does not become a farmer, he honors their hard and honest labor. To honor his

family tradition, he compares his writing to digging. He says that he will dig with his pen.

The Power of Writing and Self-Discovery: The poet realizes that he cannot dig like his
father and grandfather. But he discovers his own kind of digging — writing. His pen becomes
his tool, just like their spade. By saying “I’ll dig with it,” he means he will explore truth,
memory, and identity through poetry. The theme shows that every person can follow a

different path in life, yet still stay connected to their roots through their work and passion.



