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The Speaker: The speaker is a thoughtful man (Arnold Himself). He looks out at the sea and
feels sad. He thinks about love, life, and the loss of faith in the modern world. He wants true

love and honesty in a confusing and painful world.

The Beloved (the Listener): This person is the speaker’s partner (Frances Lucy Wightman).
The speaker talks to her lovingly. He asks for truth and love from her. This person does not

speak but is important to the speaker’s emotions.

Sophocles: Sophocles was a Greek playwright. The speaker says Sophocles once heard the
same sad sound of the sea. It made him think about human suffering. He is used here as a

symbol of timeless sadness.

The Sea of Faith (Symbolic Character): The "Sea of Faith" is not a real person. It is a
symbol. It stands for a time when people had strong faith and hope. Now it is fading away, and

this makes the speaker feel lost.



