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Summary

Stanza 1: Ordinary People but Extraordinary Outcome: In this stanza, the poet says that
he used to see some people every day—people he knew, ordinary city folk. Among them were
teachers, politicians, and social workers. They worked together, talked, and laughed. The poet
says he did not give them much importance. Even though he spoke with them, he did not have
much respect for them in his heart. But suddenly, one day, these ordinary people took up arms.
They rebelled against the British government. They sacrificed themselves and became martyrs.
Their actions deeply shook the poet. Now he no longer considers them ordinary. They have
changed. This change brings a strange feeling to the poet— “All changed, changed utterly: A
terrible beauty is born.” Here, “terrible beauty” means that the rebellion was terrible on one
hand (because it involved death and bloodshed), and beautiful on the other (because it was a

symbol of courage).

Stanza 2: Steady Sacrifice Amidst Changing Life: In this stanza, the poet says that
everything in the world changes. The river's flow, the herd of horses, drifting clouds, daylight,
and shadows—all are moving and changing. People stay busy, working and talking amid all
this. But those who gave their lives in the 1916 Easter Rising no longer change. They have
become steady, immortal, and eternal. They are like a strong stone in the flowing life that
neither moves nor breaks. This stone symbolizes sacrifice. It means their courage and self-

giving are no longer part of ordinary life—they have earned a place in history.

Stanza 3: Names and Characters of the Rebels: In this stanza, the poet names four
important rebels: Patrick Pearse, A poet and teacher. He was the main leader of the rising.
Thomas MacDonagh: A writer and teacher. He courageously joined the uprising. John MacBride:
He was the husband of the poet’'s former love, Maud Gonne. The poet did not like him but
respected his sacrifice. James Connolly: He was a leader of the labor movement and a military
leader. Even seriously wounded, he was sentenced to death. The poet says they were once
ordinary people. But now, through their sacrifice, they have become great. Their faith, courage,

and love for their country have made them immortal.

Stanza 4: Immortality of Memory and Poet’s Tribute: In this stanza, the poet says they

gave their lives. Their sacrifice may seem unnecessary to many. But the poet says such a



sacrifice is never forgotten. He asks us to remember again and again— “MacDonagh and
MacBride and Connolly and Pearse.” He wants these names to be remembered forever. The
poet repeats, “A terrible beauty is born.” This means the rising was bloody and terrible on one
hand, but on the other hand, it gave birth to a new, beautiful future. They may be gone, but

their sacrifice and courage will live on in the minds of future generations.

Throughout the poem, Yeats shows how ordinary people become extraordinary. Their sacrifice
shakes the nation and teaches it to think anew. The poet himself had doubts—was this
rebellion right? Yet, in the end, he honors it. This poem is not just about a political event; it is a
poetic record of human courage, sacrifice, and identity. “Easter, 1916” is therefore not just

history—it is a heartfelt and proud memorial.



