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Background

Christina Rossetti’'s poem Echo has a deeply personal and emotional background. Although
Rossetti experienced several relationships in her life, none of them reached fulfillment. Her first
love was with James Collinson, an artist and a member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood.
Though their relationship grew into deep affection, it eventually ended because of religious
differences. Rossetti was a devoted follower of the Church of England, while Collinson had
returned to the Catholic faith. This difference caused a painful inner conflict for Rossetti, and

she ultimately chose to end the relationship herself.

After this, Rossetti encountered two more potential loves. The first was Charles Bagot Cayley, a
talented linguist and a close friend of hers. The second was John Brett, a Pre-Raphaelite
painter. But neither relationship lasted. Rossetti’s personal illnesses, religious hesitations, and
emotional vulnerability repeatedly pulled her away from love. These repeated losses created in

her a deep sense of emptiness, memory, and the long echo of lost love.

The poem Echo was born from this personal pain. When the speaker calls out longingly to her
beloved, “Come to me in the silence of the night,” it reflects Rossetti’'s own longstanding
sorrow and memories. The people who once entered her life with the possibility of love never
returned in reality. Yet their memories, emotions, and unfulfilled desires kept haunting her like
an echo. Rossetti’s frequent illnesses and emotional solitude also shaped the tone of this
poem. She often spent long periods confined to bed, with her days filled with silence, prayer,

and the weight of memory.

This silence and emotional depth transform into the poem’s lines, such as “Yet come to me in
dreams, that | may live.” Therefore, Echo is not merely a poem about separation. It is a poetic
expression of Rossetti’'s personal experiences of lost love, the pain of memory, and the
yearning to meet again in dreams. The poem carries the softest, most intimate echoes of her

heart.

Echo Summary



Stanza 1 - The Memory of Lost Love Returns in the Silence of the Night: In this stanza,
the speaker calls out to her beloved, who no longer exists in reality. The deep silence of the
night intensifies her loneliness, so she wishes the beloved would return through dreams or
quiet memories. She remembers the beloved’s gentle face, soft cheeks, and bright eyes, which
still shine in her mind. But this return is mixed with both sweetness and tears, because it
survives only in memory. In the final line, she admits that memory, hope, and love are now all

part of the past. This stanza expresses the pull of lost love and the longing to have it back.

Stanza 2 - The Sweetness of Dreams and the Sharp Pain that Comes with It: Here, the
speaker directly addresses the dream. Seeing the beloved in a dream is sweet, but so sweet
that waking up turns that sweetness into painful grief. If the dream could become real, it would
feel like Paradise. The speaker imagines a place where souls filled with love meet and wait for
one another with longing eyes. But the door to that world opens very slowly, and once
someone enters, they never return. This door symbolizes the final boundary of life. The beloved

has crossed that door, which makes the speaker’s longing even deeper.

Stanza 3 - Only Dreams Can Bring Back the Lost Love for a Moment: In the final stanza,
the speaker admits that the beloved will never return in real life. Therefore, she sees dreams
as her only refuge. When the beloved appears in dreams, she feels life return to her empty
heart. She wishes to revive their old closeness; pulse for pulse, breath for breath. She wants
the beloved to speak softly and lean close, just like in the past. The final line shows that a long
time has passed, yet the love in her heart remains alive as ever. This stanza reveals that

memory and dreams are the speaker’s final shelter in life.



