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Personification Definition: When non-human or inanimate objects are given human qualities or

behaviors. Example: “The lilacs in the flower bed by the janitor’s office sprayed out petals like

severed tongues.”

Personification

Definition: When non-human or inanimate objects are given human qualities or behaviors.

Example: “The lilacs in the flower bed by the janitor’s office sprayed out petals like severed
tongues.”

Explanation: Here, the flowers are described as if they are alive, tearing out their own
tongues. Nature is portrayed as feeling pain and reacting like a human being.

Effect: This personification deepens the sense of horror and hidden sorrow in the story.
Nature becomes a companion and witness to human suffering.

Metaphor

Definition: A direct comparison between two unlike things without using as or like.

Example: “Her entire body was dark green.”

Explanation: The wife is directly compared to a plant. This is not a literal description but a
metaphor for her psychological transformation.

Effect: The metaphor expresses the deeper meaning of her change — the merging of body
and soul with nature, symbolizing spiritual and emotional liberation.

Simile

Definition: A figure of speech where two different things are compared using “as” or “like.”

Example: “Her tongue swayed like a water plant.”

Explanation: The wife’s tongue is compared to an aquatic plant swaying in water. This
image reflects her weakness and the final, fragile movements of life within her.

Effect: The simile vividly portrays the process of the wife’s transformation into a plant,
making the moment both delicate and hauntingly real.
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Imagery

Definition: The use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses, creating vivid
pictures in the reader’s mind.

Example: “Dark red flowers blossomed from her chest.”

Explanation: The color, shape, and visual detail of the flowers create a striking image of
physical transformation.

Effect: This imagery evokes a blend of awe, fear, and tragic beauty in the reader’s mind,
turning a moment of decay into one of eerie, poetic life.

Symbolism / Symbols

Definition: A symbol is a literary device in which an object, state, or action expresses a
deeper emotional or philosophical meaning beyond its literal sense. In The Fruit of My
Woman, the symbols reflect human psychological breakdown, transformation, and the
eternal cycle of life.

Bruises: The blue bruises on the wife’s body symbolize not only physical pain but also deep
emotional suffering. They represent her exhaustion, suffocating life, and loneliness within
marriage. The bruises also mirror the wounds caused by modern urban existence. As the
marks spread, they signify her growing mental collapse and the beginning of her
transformation into a plant.

Plant/Roots: The wife’s transformation into a plant symbolizes the union between
humanity and nature. The roots growing from her body connect her to the natural world,
freeing her from the artificial life of the city. Becoming a plant represents her liberation,
rebirth, and peace. The tree stands for a new existence, one where the soul, not the body,
continues to live.

Fruit: The fruits that grow from the wife’s body symbolize continuity of life and spiritual
rebirth. They suggest creation even after death. The wife’s soul seems to be reborn within
these fruits. When the husband plants them in the soil, they become symbols of love and
hope. The act shows that death is not an end, but rather the beginning of new life.

Balcony: The balcony serves as a boundary between human confinement and the freedom
of nature. It is the place where the wife first stands in the sunlight and feels liberation. It
becomes the site of her transformation from human to plant. The balcony represents the
threshold between imprisonment and release, the doorway through which she enters a new
world of existence.


