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The Reason behind Writing this Book and Post- colonialism's Influence

Edward Said wrote "Culture and Imperialism" for an important reason. He saw Western
countries ruling, not just the land. He saw them ruling minds and culture, too. After colonialism
ended, Said noticed that the old ways remained. People still thought in imperial ways. Stories
and books kept old ideas alive. Said wanted to show this secret power. He believed culture can

rule people quietly.

Post-colonial studies helped shape his thinking. This field looks at life after empires left. Post-
colonialism hears voices once silenced by power. It asks about the real effects of empires. Said
learned from this way of thinking. He wanted forgotten people to be heard. He felt the West's

stories were only half-truths. He wanted people to question "winner's history."

Said said Western culture is not alone. We must read Western works differently now. He joined
post-colonial thinkers to rethink old stories. He asked: Whose stories are missing here? Post-
colonial thinking made him more aware. He wanted fairness and attention to all histories.

"Culture and Imperialism" tries to meet these goals.
"Culture and Imperialism" Is an Exile's Book

Said calls his book "an exile's book." He was born in Palestine but lived abroad. He felt cut off
from his homeland. He was not fully at home anywhere. Living away gave him a new view.
Exile made him see from two sides. He saw Western culture closely, like an insider. But he also
noticed its problems, like an outsider. He did not always fit in either world. Exile gave him

feelings of distance and difference. This distance helped him see hidden truths.

People at home may not question things. Exiles sometimes see what others miss. Said saw
both the West's beauty and its faults. He felt exile made him critical and thoughtful. His book's
ideas grew from this special view. He explains his journey in the book. The pain of exile shaped
his writing deeply. Being outside and inside helped his analysis. His personal story is part of his

thinking. This is why he calls it an exile's book.

The Concept of Culture and Its Two-fold Implications



Said talks about "culture" as more than just art. Culture means books, music, and pictures. But
culture is also habits and beliefs. It is how a group tells its story. It shapes how people live, talk,
and think.

First, culture makes people feel united. Shared culture gives pride and identity. It helps people
feel special and unique. This is the culture's positive side and power. But culture also has a
second side. It can set up "us" versus "them." Strong groups use culture to feel better. They

can make others seem weak or strange.

Culture can help one group control another. It can make unfair systems look normal. It hides
real problems like injustice. This is why culture is double-edged and complex. Said asks us to
notice both faces of culture. We must see how it unites and divides, too. Culture makes rules

we often do not question. This is why we must study culture carefully.
The Concept of Imperialism and How Culture Acts as an Instrument of Imperialism

Imperialism means one nation controls another. This control can be military, political, or
economic. Usually, we think of armies and rulers. But culture also plays a big role. Said says
culture made imperialism look good. Novels, stories, and art helped justify control. These works
showed the West as modern. They showed others as backward or simple. This made conquest

seem fair or necessary.

Writers made colonized lands look empty. They showed these lands waiting for Western help.
Western readers felt their empire did good things. People accepted these stories without
thinking deeply. This is why culture is not neutral. Culture became a tool to support the empire.
It made harsh realities easier to ignore. Stories and images kept old ideas safe and strong.
Imperialism used culture to control people's minds. This hidden power lasted even after

empires ended. Culture is always part of imperialism's success.
The Role of English Novels in Imperial Rule

Said says English novels were very important. Novels did not always talk openly about empire.
But the empire was always in the background somewhere. For example, Jane Austen wrote
"Mansfield Park." The heroine's family gets rich from the colonies. But nobody talks about
slavery or colonized people. Yet, their wealth depends on this background. Many novels
showed England as the world's center. Other places looked far, strange, or childish. English

heroes brought order to "wild" lands. This made the empire seem good or necessary.

These stories helped people forget the empire's harshness. English readers enjoyed safe, lovely

tales. They did not think about real pain abroad. Novels made the empire feel normal and



natural. Said says novels were quiet partners of imperialism. They shaped how readers saw

their own world. Novels told them who was important and who was not.
The Relationship between Novels and the Western Empire

Novels and empires grew at the same time. Both shaped people's ideas and dreams. Novels
explained or justified the empire softly. They spoke about journeys, adventures, and "civilizing
missions." Stories showed brave Europeans in distant lands. This made Western expansion look
heroic and right. Novelists helped Europeans imagine other countries. Distant lands felt part of

the West's story.

Said says every big novel of the time included an empire. This was true even if it was not clear.
Novels did not just entertain; they taught lessons, too. Readers learned who matters and who
belongs. Novels and the empire supported each other's power. Together, they shaped views

about the world. Novels helped keep the empire's ideas alive.
The Nature of Western Imperialism

In the Introduction, Said explains imperialism deeply. He says it is more than taking land.
Western imperialism is about making the West everyone's standard. Western culture taught
that Europe is the best and modern. Other people were called backward or slow. This "us vs.

them" thinking was everywhere.

Said says this way of thinking still continues. Even after empires ended, the ideas stayed on.
Western media, art, and books still hold power. Imperialism is in our worldviews, not just
history. The West's images still shape what is normal. Colonial ideas survive in today's culture.
So, imperialism is both a past event and a present force. Said warns us to be careful with how

we see others.
Said Admires Joseph Conrad & Addresses Him as an Imperialist and Anti-Imperialist

Said admires Joseph Conrad for honesty. Conrad's stories show that the empire is dark and
confusing. In "Heart of Darkness," Conrad writes about violence. He does not hide the horror of

empire. He sees the moral problems inside colonization.

But Conrad could not imagine the world without empires. He was still inside imperial thinking.
Conrad felt strange about the empire but saw no escape. So, Said says Conrad represents both
sides. He is imperialist because he accepts some parts. He is anti-imperialist because he shows
its bad side. Said values how Conrad is honest about evil. But Conrad's limits were set by his

world. This mix made Conrad's work deep and complicated.



