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Themes

Love and Passion: Love is the central theme of this novel. Jane deeply loves Rochester, but
she never forgets her principles. When she learns that Bertha is still alive, she leaves
Rochester. She proves that true love must stand on honesty and respect. Mere passion or

physical attraction is not enough. Real love means a spiritual and moral bond.

Independence and Self-Respect: Independence is very important in Jane’s life. She never
sacrifices her dignity for comfort or wealth. When Rochester offers her a life of luxury, she
refuses, because it would damage her self-respect. She also rejects St. John’s proposal because

it lacks love. Jane proves that a woman must first be true to herself.

Social Class and Inequality: The novel clearly shows the divisions of social class. Jane, being
an orphan and poor, is often belittled. Rochester is rich and powerful. St. John represents
religious authority. Yet Jane believes a person’s worth is not measured by wealth. She wants
equal respect through her own merit. Her marriage to Rochester proves that love knows no

class distinctions.

Religion and Morality: Religion appears in different forms. Mr. Brocklehurst uses religion to
justify cruelty. St. John is deeply pious but lacks love. Helen Burns teaches forgiveness and
faith. Jane chooses a balanced path. She believes God wants people to live with love,

happiness, and moral integrity.

Feminism and Women’s Rights: This novel is seen as an early feminist work. Jane always
demands equality. Even with Rochester, she wants equal status. She refuses to accept social
pressure, wealth, or male control. Her voice, her choices, and her strength all prove that a
woman can be independent. The right to dignity and decision-making cannot be denied to

women.



