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Themes

e Love and Destruction: The central theme of this poem is the conflict between love and
destruction. Yeats loved Maud Gonne deeply, but that love never brought him peace —
instead, it brought him sorrow. Maud Gonne’s beauty and ideals were like fire — they gave
light, yet they also burned. She inspired the poet, but also caused him deep pain. Yeats
suggests that true beauty and power are never neutral; they can both create and destroy.

Thus, his love becomes a blend of passion, suffering, and philosophical realization.

e The Power of Beauty and Nobility: In Yeats's eyes, Maud Gonne’s beauty and nobility
represent an ancient force that does not fit the modern world. She was “high and solitary
and most stern,” a symbol of a proud, lonely, and strong spirit. Her beauty was not ordinary
— “beauty like a tightened bow,” strong, tense, and dangerous. This beauty was like Helen
of Troy’s, whose charm caused the destruction of Troy. To Yeats, there is no place for such
greatness in today’s world. That's why he asks, “Was there another Troy for her to burn?”
This question reveals the dual nature of beauty — divine on one side, destructive on the

other.



