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Imagination: At the center of “Ode to Psyche” lies the power of imagination. John Keats
believed that if a person sees with the eyes of the heart and imagination, even forgotten gods
can come back to life. When he realizes that Psyche has no temple or worshippers, he vows to
build a new temple for her within his own world of imagination. That inner temple will be filled
with flowers, birds, light, and love; all born from imagination. Keats shows that imagination is
the true creative force of humankind. Through imagination, one can transcend reality and
create a world of beauty and holiness.

Love: In this poem, love is not merely the romantic bond between Cupid and Psyche; it is the
union of the soul and divine love. The poet sees Cupid and Psyche in a sacred, peaceful state. It
suggests that love here is free from earthly desire and represents eternal harmony. For Keats,
love means the perfection of the soul, which transcends death and time. He implies that true
love lives deep within the soul, where one can feel the presence of the divine.

Spirituality: Keats presents a new idea of spirituality in this poem. Psyche symbolizes the
goddess of the soul, while the poet becomes her devotee. He does not find her presence in a
temple or religion but within his own mind. To him, the human mind itself is a sacred place.
Through imagination and love, the soul connects with divinity. This spirituality is not external
worship but an inner awareness of peace and beauty. Keats shows that true religion is the
“religion of imagination,” where faith is born from the beauty within the human mind.

The Worship: The most powerful theme in “Ode to Psyche” is worship. The poet realizes that
Psyche has no temple, priest, or form of devotion. Therefore, he decides to become her priest
himself. He declares, “I will be thy priest, and build a fane / In some untrodden region of my
mind.” This means that Psyche’s temple will be built within his thoughts and imagination. There
will be silence, the fragrance of flowers, gentle light, and the warmth of love. This worship is
not outward or ritualistic. It is an inner act of devotion, felt only through the heart.


