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Paradise Lost: Book 1 Themes
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Good vs Evil: The poem shows the battle between good and evil. God and His angels
represent good. Satan and the fallen angels represent evil. The story tells how evil tries to fight

against good but can never fully win.

Pride and Rebellion: Satan’s pride makes him rebel against God. This pride causes his fall

from Heaven. The poem warns that pride and wanting to be like God can lead to destruction.

Free Will and Choice: Adam and Eve have the freedom to choose. They can obey God or
disobey Him. Their choice to eat the forbidden fruit shows how free will works, and how bad

decisions lead to punishment.

Justice and Mercy of God: Milton wants to explain how God is just and merciful. God

punishes sin but also offers forgiveness. The poem tries to justify God’s ways to humans.

The Nature of Sin and Temptation: The poem explores how sin begins with temptation.
Satan tempts Adam and Eve, and their weakness leads to sin. It illustrates how evil utilizes

trickery to deceive people.

Loss and Redemption: Adam and Eve lose Eden because of their sin. This loss brings
suffering to humans. But the poem also suggests hope for redemption through God’s mercy

and salvation.

Power and Ambition: Satan’s ambition to be like God shows the dangers of seeking power.

The poem illustrates how ambition without respect for God can lead to ruin.

The Role of the Mind and Imagination: Satan says that the mind can make Hell feel like
Heaven or Heaven like Hell. This illustrates the profound impact of thought and imagination in

shaping our emotions.



