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Characterers 

Major Characters

Munira: (Teacher / Weak Idealist / Religious Hypocrite)

Munira is a schoolteacher in Ilmorog. He comes from a middle-class background. He leaves his
job at Siriana School after failure and guilt. He wants peace and respect in Ilmorog. At first, he
seems honest and quiet. But he is jealous and weak inside. He hides behind religion and moral
talks. He feels insecure about Karega and Wanja. At the end, he burns the Sunshine Lodge. He
believes he is cleansing sin with fire. Munira’s character shows the failure of blind faith and
hypocrisy.

Wanja: (Strong / Tragic Woman / Victim and Survivor)

Wanja is the granddaughter of Nyakinyua. She is beautiful, brave, and emotional. She worked
in city bars before coming to Ilmorog. She opens a bar with Abdulla’s help. Her life is full of pain
and struggle. She was betrayed by Kimeria and other men. She becomes rich but feels lonely
and guilty. Her success hides deep sorrow. In the end, she kills Kimeria for revenge. She
represents Kenyan women’s suffering and strength. She stands for survival in a corrupt world.

Karega: (Rebel / Revolutionary / Voice of the People)

Karega is a young teacher and a former student of Munira. He believes in justice, equality, and
education for all. He organizes workers and speaks against corruption. He loses his job but
continues his struggle secretly. He represents awareness and resistance in Kenya. He believes
independence is not real without economic freedom. He suffers imprisonment but never loses
hope. He is the voice of truth and revolution. 

Abdulla: (Honest / Loyal / Mau Mau Veteran)

Abdulla is a one-legged shopkeeper and Mau Mau freedom fighter. He runs a small shop and
bar in Ilmorog. He adopts Joseph, an orphaned boy. He is kind, brave, and loyal to his friends.
He fought for independence but remains poor. He loves Wanja silently and helps her always.
He represents the betrayed heroes of freedom. He stands for honesty, sacrifice, and true
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patriotism.

Minor Characters 

Nyakinyua: (Old Wise Woman / Symbol of Tradition)

Nyakinyua is Wanja’s grandmother. She tells stories of the Mau Mau struggle. She keeps the
memory of old Kenya alive. She gives her land to Wanja before her death. She represents
wisdom, tradition, and unity of the village.

Kimeria: (Rich / Corrupt / Exploiter)

Kimeria is a businessman. He is a symbol of greed. He once exploited Wanja in her youth. He
gets rich through corruption and betrayal. He dies at the end by Wanja’s revenge.

Chui: (Educated Betrayer / Opportunist)

Chui was once a freedom fighter. After independence, he became a school principal. He
supports the rich and corrupt government. He dies in the fire at Sunshine Lodge.

Mzigo: (Colonial Imitator / Greedy Official)

Mzigo is a wealthy bureaucrat. He represents the new ruling class. He helps exploit poor
farmers and the land. He dies in the same fire.

Joseph: (Symbol of Hope / Next Generation)

Joseph is Abdulla’s adopted son. He is bright, innocent, and hardworking. He represents the
new Kenya, the hope for the future.

Nderi wa Riera: (Corrupt Politician / Symbol of Power)

Nderi wa Riera is a local MP. He pretends to help Ilmorog people but serves the rich. He
represents political betrayal and false promises.

Police and Officials: They stand for state violence and injustice. They torture Karega and
protect the corrupt.  

 


