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Summary 

Part One – “Walking” 

The Opening Scene and the Arrests: The novel begins with three murders in Ilmorog. Three
rich men, Kimeria, Chui, and Mzigo, are found dead. The town is shocked and afraid. Police
arrest four people: Munira, Wanja, Karega, and Abdulla. They are all connected to the victims.
Munira is a teacher at Ilmorog Primary School. Wanja runs a bar and lodging house. Karega is a
worker and union leader. Abdulla is a one-legged shopkeeper and Mau Mau veteran. The
newspaper calls the dead men “builders of modern Ilmorog,” but the villagers know they were
greedy exploiters. The story then moves back twelve years earlier. 

Munira Arrives in Ilmorog: Munira comes to Ilmorog as a teacher. He wants peace after
personal failure and guilt. The village becomes poor, dry, and half dead. The school is broken
and full of cobwebs. Villagers think he will soon leave, like others. Only a few children attend
school. They spend more time herding cows than learning. Munira meets Abdulla and his
adopted boy, Joseph. Abdulla runs a small shop and bar. He lost his leg in the Mau Mau war.
Munira also meets Nyakinyua, an old, wise woman who tells him about old Kenya and the
freedom struggle. Ilmorog has no road, water, or electricity. Munira feels lonely but still
hopeful. He wants to teach and change the place. 

Wanja and Karega Join the Community: One day, Wanja, Nyakinyua’s granddaughter,
arrives. She is strong, beautiful, and full of spirit. She once worked in bars in the city. She now
wants to start a new life in Ilmorog. She opens a bar with Abdulla’s help. Her beauty attracts
both Munira and Karega. Soon, Karega, a young teacher, joins the school. He once studied at
Siriana, where Munira taught before. They share a troubled history from that time. The three
become close but often argue. Munira loves Wanja but hides his feelings. Karega also cares for
her. He dreams of justice and equality. Together, they become part of Ilmorog’s life. 

Drought and the Journey to Nairobi: A terrible drought hits Ilmorog for months. The land
dries, and people face hunger. Crops fail, animals die, and wells go empty. Children stop school
to search for food. The government sends no help or relief. Nyakinyua tells stories of the Mau
Mau struggle. She remembers the old unity before independence. Villagers meet under a tree
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and discuss survival. Karega suggests they walk to Nairobi for help. Everyone agrees, it will be
a pilgrimage for justice. Old people, teachers, and children join the walk. They sing songs, carry
gourds, and move together. The journey is long and hard under the burning sun. They sleep on
the road and face hunger. Many laugh at them; others ignore them. Politicians, priests, and rich
men make fake promises. Kimeria, a rich businessman, insults Wanja cruelly, and her old pain
returns.

The Return to Ilmorog: After failure in Nairobi, the group returns home. They are tired,
hungry. They become wiser than before. They now understand the truth about independence.
The new leaders are as corrupt as the old. Ilmorog’s people decide to rely on themselves. They
rebuild farms, share water, and work together. Rain finally comes, breaking the long drought.
The rain brings joy and new hope. But it also warns of big changes ahead. New Ilmorog will
soon attract greedy outsiders. For now, the villagers celebrate unity and faith. The “walking”
has opened their eyes forever. 

Part Two – “Toward Bethlehem” 

The New Ilmorog: Rain finally returns to Ilmorog after a long drought. The people celebrate
with joy, songs, and dance. But the rain also brings new outsiders into their lives. Traders,
builders, and bankers arrive from Nairobi. A new road connects Ilmorog to the city. Land prices
rise quickly, and poor farmers begin to lose their homes. Greedy businessmen buy land from
the helpless villagers. And the once peaceful village starts turning into a noisy town. The old
quietness disappears as money and modern greed spread everywhere. Munira, Karega, Wanja,
and Abdulla watch all these changes silently. They realize that this new kind of “progress”
carries a deep and painful cost. 

Wanja’s Sunshine Lodge: Wanja opens a new business named Sunshine Lodge. Soon it
becomes a bar, hotel, and popular meeting place. She earns money and gains a reputation in
the new town. Men from all social classes come to her lodge. And Wanja appears strong and
successful, yet she feels an emptiness inside. The memory of Kimeria’s betrayal and her past
humiliation still haunts her. Munira visits Wanja often, but he grows jealous and confused. He
loves her secretly but cannot express his feelings openly. Abdulla remains loyal and helps
Wanja honestly. Her success reflects both her strength and her hidden sorrow. It shows how
survival in the new Ilmorog comes with pain. 

Karega’s Activism and the Workers’ Struggle: Karega becomes active in the new
industries rising in Ilmorog. He works as both a teacher and a labor organizer. He fights for fair
wages and human dignity. He teaches workers to think, question, and unite. Karega believes
that true freedom has not yet come to Kenya. The rich label him as a troublemaker. The police
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begin to follow and threaten him. Eventually, he loses his job for his activism but continues to
teach secretly. His courage and ideas inspire many young people, who start believing in
change. However, Munira feels afraid of Karega’s influence. She begins to see him as a threat.  

Corruption and Betrayal: The three rich men, Kimeria, Chui, and Mzigo, return to Ilmorog.
They bring with them a new kind of mask of corruption. They invest in factories, roads, and the
Theng’eta brewery, claiming it will bring jobs and development. But their true purpose is greed
and profit. The poor lose their lands, and Ilmorog’s spirit slowly dies. Nyakinyua, the old woman
who once represented hope and tradition. She grows weak and sick with grief. She watches
helplessly as her beloved village falls into the hands of businessmen. Before her death, she
gives her land to Wanja, hoping she will protect their people. But Wanja feels powerless against
the new elite who now own everything. Ilmorog no longer belongs to its people. It belongs to
money and banks.

Growing Tension and the Coming Tragedy: As Ilmorog becomes richer, the people become
poorer in spirit. Wanja feels torn between morality and money, between her soul and survival.
Munira becomes more religious and mentally unstable. He is losing clarity about right and
wrong. Karega dreams of revolution and justice, while Abdulla remains kind but exhausted by
corruption. The three friends, Munira, Wanja, and Karega, drift apart. Their unity is broken by
confusion and change. The new Ilmorog is full of greed, crime, and inequality. The distance
between the rich and the poor widens every day. Wanja realizes that the town has lost its soul.
As darkness gathers over Ilmorog, the shadow of tragedy grows nearer. 

Part Three – “To Be Born” 

Ilmorog under the Shadow of Greed: Ilmorog becomes a modern town full of buildings.
Banks, bars, and shops spread across every street. The people who once fought together are
divided. Wealth and power now rule everything in Ilmorog. Wanja owns Sunshine Lodge and
lives in guilt. She feels her success came through sin and pain. Munira grows distant and
becomes a strict preacher. He hides his jealousy and fear behind religion. Abdulla remains
honest but tired and poor. Karega becomes a strong voice for workers’ rights. The new Ilmorog
shines outside but rots inside.

The Fire of Anger and Revenge: Wanja’s life becomes darker and full of sorrow. She drinks
often and remembers her broken past. Her heart burns with pain and revenge. Kimeria, Mzigo,
and Chui come again to Ilmorog. They have grown richer and more corrupt than before. They
plan to expand the Theng’eta business. Wanja invites them to a private party at night. She
wants revenge for Kimeria’s past cruelty. That night, Ilmorog is filled with loud celebration. But
behind the music hides hatred and fire.
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The Burning of Sunshine Lodge: During the party, tragedy strikes at midnight. Wanja
secretly stabs Kimeria in his room. She avenges her pain and dishonor silently. Soon after, a
great fire starts in Sunshine Lodge. Flames rise high, destroying everything in moments. Chui
and Mzigo die inside the burning building. The entire town wakes in terror and chaos. Abdulla
rescues Wanja from the fire’s smoke. Munira watches from outside, trembling with madness.
He later confesses that he set the fire himself. He believes he was “purifying sin with flame.”

The Arrest and Aftermath: The police arrive and arrest everyone involved. Munira, Karega,
Wanja, and Abdulla are taken in. The government treats them as dangerous criminals. Karega
is blamed for spreading rebellion and unrest. He is tortured and questioned by the police.
Munira loses his sanity and speaks like a prophet. He says he burned the lodge to destroy evil.
Wanja lies in the hospital, half-conscious and broken. Abdulla stays by her side, loyal and kind.
Outside, Ilmorog goes back to its normal greed. No one cares for justice or truth anymore.

The Meaning of “To Be Born”: As the story closes, Karega is still imprisoned. He keeps faith
in the people’s future. He believes Kenya will rise again through struggle. Wanja, recovering,
decides to start a new life. She dreams of caring for children and rebuilding hope. Abdulla
continues his small business quietly and humbly. Munira remains lost in his false religious
madness. The deaths of Kimeria, Chui, and Mzigo expose corruption. The old Ilmorog is gone,
but a new spirit grows. The ending suggests rebirth through pain and resistance. “To Be Born”
means awakening after destruction and suffering.

 


